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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to examine the concept of parenting style in Christian families 

and its role in realizing religious tolerance attitudes in children. The study was 

conducted in East Lamteumen Village, Banda Aceh, a predominantly Muslim 

area. The focus of the research is directed at how parenting patterns in 

Christian family’s shape children's awareness of the importance of peaceful 

coexistence in a religiously and culturally plural society. The research 

methods used were qualitative to explore the parenting practices applied by 

Christian families in the location. The research uses a sociological approach 

with a focus on the theory of socialization and social interaction in the family, 

to analyze the three main concepts of parenting style that are analyzed 

including authoritarian, permissive, and democratic parenting. The results of 

the study show that the democratic parenting style adopted by Christian 

families is the most effective approach in fostering values of tolerance because 

it encourages open communication. children's participation, and empathy for 

differences. Meanwhile, authoritarian parenting tends to hinder the formation 

of tolerant attitudes because it emphasizes obedience without space for 

dialogue. Obstacles identified in the parenting process include limited 

understanding of diversity, lack of tolerance in the surrounding environment, 

and lack of space for children to actively develop empathy. Therefore, in 

sociological theory and symbolic interaction, the family has an important role 

in socializing parenting patterns based on tolerance values is an important 

element in building an inclusive and harmonious society, especially for 

minority groups living in social contexts with different beliefs. 

Keywords: Social Interaction; Parenting Style; Christian Family; Religious 

Tolerance; Parenting Concept 
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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji konsep parenting style dalam 

keluarga Kristen dan peranannya dalam mewujudkan sikap toleransi 

beragama pada anak-anak. Studi ini dilakukan di Gampong Lamteumen 

Timur, Banda Aceh, sebuah wilayah yang mayoritas penduduknya beragama 

Islam. Fokus penelitian diarahkan pada bagaimana pola pengasuhan dalam 

keluarga Kristen membentuk kesadaran anak terhadap pentingnya hidup 

berdampingan secara damai di tengah masyarakat yang plural secara agama 

dan budaya. Metode penelitian yang digunakan kualitatif untuk menggali 

praktik pengasuhan yang diterapkan oleh keluarga Kristen di lokasi tersebut. 

Penelitian menggunakan pendekatan sosiologis dengan fokus pada teori 

sosialisasi dan interaksi sosial dalam keluarga, untuk menganalisis tiga 

konsep utama parenting style yang dianalisis meliputi pola asuh otoriter, 

permisif, dan demokratis. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pola asuh 

demokratis yang dilakukan oleh keluarga Kristen merupakan pendekatan 

yang paling efektif dalam menumbuhkan nilai-nilai toleransi karena 

mendorong komunikasi terbuka, partisipasi anak, serta empati terhadap 

perbedaan. Sementara itu, pola asuh otoriter cenderung menghambat 

pembentukan sikap toleran karena menekankan kepatuhan tanpa ruang 

dialog. Hambatan-hambatan yang diidentifikasi dalam proses pengasuhan 

antara lain terbatasnya pemahaman terhadap keberagaman, kurangnya 

teladan toleransi di lingkungan sekitar, serta minimnya ruang bagi anak 

untuk mengembangkan empati secara aktif. oleh karena itu, dalam teoritis 

sosiologis dan interaksi simbolik keluarga memiliki peran penting dalam 

mensosialisasikan pola pengasuhan berbasis nilai toleransi merupakan 

elemen penting dalam membangun masyarakat yang inklusif dan harmonis, 

khususnya bagi kelompok minoritas yang hidup dalam konteks sosial yang 

berbeda keyakinan. 

Kata Kunci: Interaksi Sosial; Parenting Style; Keluarga Kristen; Toleransi 

Beragama; Konsep Pengasuhan 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Indonesia is a country that is blessed with diversity of ethnicities, 

languages, cultures, and religions. This diversity makes Indonesia a pluralistic 

and plural nation, but on the other hand it demands the social and spiritual 

readiness of its people to live in mutual respect and respect for differences. In 

the context of religious life, the value of tolerance is the main key in creating 

social harmony (Reid, 2015; Saidin, 2018; Mawardi et al., 2024). Not 
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infrequently, the history of this nation records the existence of friction and 

social conflicts against the background of differences in beliefs, showing that 

tolerance and harmony are not something that is born automatically, but needs 

to be instilled consciously and systematically from an early age (Dewi & 

Fazal, 2024; Anriani, 2018). 

The Ambon, Poso and Sampit conflict cases have become very 

valuable lessons for the social and religious order and life in Indonesia. In 

addition, several suicide bombings cases such as the Bali Bombing I and II, 

the Stock Exchange Bombing, the Philippine Embassy Bombing in the 2000s 

and even until the 2020s, the Suicide Bombing in Makassar targeting the 

Church, (2021) and the Suicide Bombing targeting the Police Station in West 

Java, 2022 (Schulze, 2017; Salehuddin, 2012; Hasan, 2007; Arsyad, et.al., 

2025). Even some bombing cases that occurred involved families, namely 

wives and children, this was caused by wrong parenting patterns and 

indoctrination and wrong understanding of religion in the family (Tabrani, 

2022; Raghavan & Balasubramaniyan, 2014). Because there are no religious 

teachings that encourage killing and harming other people, but religion 

teaches peace and love between fellow humans. 

In this context, the role of the family in instilling the values of 

tolerance and social pluralism in raising children. Tolerance between religious 

communities reflects the willingness of individuals to accept differences in 

beliefs, not impose their religion or understanding on others, and uphold 

universal human values (Maloko, et.al., 2024; Mawardi, 2022). Instilling the 

value of tolerance is not only the task of formal educational institutions, but 

must start from the smallest unit in society, namely the family. The family is 

the first and foremost place for children to get to know the values, norms, and 

ways of thinking that form their basic character. So, the position of parents is 

very crucial in shaping children's attitudes towards differences, including 

religious differences. 

Indonesia as a pluralistic country and adheres to social pluralism, 

tolerance between adherents of different religions in society is something 

important in supporting social cohesion. For example, Kemaliq Park in 

Lombok is a place for religious rituals and a symbol of harmony and collective 

identity between Muslims and Hindus. This study offers a new perspective on 

religious and cultural practices as tools of inclusive social development and 

their potential to inspire interfaith harmony. These findings are important for 
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the study of anthropology, theology, and culture, and show that Kemaliq Park 

can be a tangible example of a multicultural society that manages diversity 

and creates harmony (Sumertha, et.al., 2023). 

Social interaction between Muslims and Christians as well as the 

strategies of the Karangturi, Laweyan, Surakarta communities in maintaining 

harmony. Interaction is manifested through cooperation in social and religious 

activities, adjustment of time and place of worship to avoid friction, and 

integration of social values through local traditions. Religious leaders, society 

and Javanese cultural values such as tolerance and mutual cooperation are the 

main foundations in creating a harmonious atmosphere. Religious tolerance is 

created through harmonious social interaction and community commitment to 

maintaining the values of togetherness (Febriyanti & Nurhadi, 2025). 

Meanwhile, the case of Muslim families in Bali, and Hindu families in 

Makassar have the same minority among the majority groups in their 

respective regions. However, Muslim families in Bali enjoy the freedom to 

interact with other communities, especially Hindus, just like Hindu families 

in Makassar, which reflects the open nature of the people in both regions. 

Although there are marriages that initially have different beliefs, but at the end 

of one of them changes religions, this has influenced an inclusive, moderate, 

and tolerant theology related to religious differences (Abbas, et.al., 2025). 

Normatively, the family is one of the main responsible persons in the 

child's education process. This means that the family has a strong juridical and 

moral mandate to be the basis for character formation, including in instilling 

the values of tolerance. In this context, parenting style is the main instrument 

used by parents in educating and shaping children's personalities. Several 

parenting models such as authoritarian, permissive, and democratic have 

different influences on the process of internalizing values in children. 

Democratic parenting patterns, for example, are believed to be more able to 

encourage children to become open, empathetic, and tolerant of differences 

(Khunaifi & Matlani, 2019). 

If the concept of parenting style is associated with religious values, 

then each religion has its own principles and approaches in guiding children. 

In Islam, children's education emphasizes morality, faith, and example (Sonia 

& Apsari, 2020). Meanwhile, in Christian teachings, the concept of love is the 

foundation of parenting. Agape love (divine love), Storge (parental love for 

children), and Philia (love for others) are fundamental principles in shaping 
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children's attitudes towards themselves, their families, and others around 

them, including those with different beliefs. Jesus Christ himself set an 

important example of patience, acceptance, and love for others regardless of 

background. These values are the moral foundation of Christian family 

nurturing practices. 

In general, the social and religious life and relations between the 

majority of Muslims and the Christian minority group in Aceh are running 

well and harmoniously. even though Aceh formally implements Islamic 

Sharia, some cases of non-Muslims actually choose to subjugate themselves. 

This shows that Islamic Sharia cannot be labeled as contrary to human rights 

values, in fact it was born from democratic values.  fair and equal non-

discrimination including non-Muslims, even they choose to submit to Islamic 

sharia voluntarily (Djawas, et.al., 2023; Feener, 2013; Ichwan, et.al., 2020; 

Halim, 2020). 

However, in a society where the majority embraces one particular 

religion, such as in Banda Aceh, which is demographically dominated by 

adherents of Islam, religious minority families such as Christians face their 

own challenges. One of them is how to instill an attitude of tolerance in 

children without losing their religious identity, in the midst of a relatively 

homogeneous social environment. East Lamteumen Gampong is one of the 

areas in Banda Aceh that has a Christian community as a minority. Their 

existence in the midst of a majority society makes their social experiences and 

parenting practices very interesting to study further. 

In this context, the Christian family not only carries out the function 

of parenting in the internal dimension of the household, but also has to face 

social dynamics that demand adaptation and meticulousness in guiding 

children to remain strong in faith, while being open to the differences around 

them. The parenting style applied by Christian families in this region is an 

important key in forming an attitude of tolerance in children. Communication 

patterns, instilled values, and social interaction models given to children 

determine the extent to which tolerance is able to grow naturally in children. 

This research is relevant and important because it focuses on the 

practice of raising Christian families in East Lamteumen Village, Banda Aceh. 

The focus of the research is not only to describe the types of parenting used, 

but also to analyze how these patterns play a role in shaping children's 

tolerance attitudes towards the religious differences that exist around them. 
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This study also examines the challenges and adaptive strategies of Christian 

families in maintaining their religious identity while establishing harmonious 

social relationships. 

 

THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES  

The theory used in this article is the theory of socialization and social 

interaction. Socialization theory is the process by which a person begins to 

learn to understand related behaviors that can and cannot be done in the 

community (Anwar, 2018). The main theory that examines socialization is the 

theory of structural functionalism put forward by Talcott Parson. Parson 

believes that reality is a social system, in which each part is related to the 

whole and interprets it according to the function of the whole system (Turama, 

2018). All actions are required to be goal-oriented and pay attention to the 

goals of other individuals through socialization, a person will understand his 

role in society so that he or she is able to act in accordance with existing social 

roles and rules. In accordance with the applicable social norms, each 

individual will be able to coordinate with each other and adjust behavior 

patterns in social interactions (Sawitri, et.al., 2021) 

Socialization is a process that is carried out in learning a value, norms, 

habits, behavior, and all things related to the process that are carried out 

effectively so that individuals can participate effectively in living their daily 

social life (Lindriati et al., 2017). Socialization develops from small 

environments such as families, just as in community environments, families 

continue to grow. A child is a person when he or she is born, and then grows 

up to be a person. Children who are accustomed to socializing from a young 

age will form a person who understands the norms, behaviors, values and 

social roles that exist in the community. Socialization has two types of forms, 

namely primary socialization and secondary socialization (Mubaroka & 

Harianto, 2016). 

Meanwhile, the theory of social interaction as proposed by George H. 

Mead consists of mind, self and society. The theory of symbolic interactionism 

is a social interaction that occurs because of symbols that have meaning. In 

this theory, it describes how a person interacts and forms meaning in daily life. 

Mind is a person's ability to interpret social symbols and phenomena that are 

developed from the process of interaction. Mead argues that the mind has the 

ability to generate within itself not only a single response, but also a response 
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from the community as a whole. This means that the mind responds to a 

particular organization.  Mead also has a view of the self. The self is the ability 

to accept oneself as a subject and as an object from another person's 

perspective or social environment. While society in this context is a non-stop 

social process. Society consists of individuals who are influential for the 

development of one's self-formation through the process of interaction with 

the social environment (Rahayu & Radhiansyah, 2025). 

Furthermore, the term parenting style comes from a combination of 

two words, namely "pattern" and "nurture". In the Great Dictionary of the 

Indonesian Language, "pattern" is defined as a system or procedure, while 

"nurturing" means guiding or leading (Bahmani et al., 2023). Thus, parenting 

can be understood as a way or system in guiding and leading children in the 

process of their growth and development. According to Belsky (Belsky, 

1984), parenting is a form of interaction between parents and children that is 

dynamic and affects each other. In his view, the parenting process is not a one-

way action from parents to children, but a reciprocal relationship. When 

children develop into adulthood, this interaction helps shape both parents and 

children. 

Belsky's view is strengthened by John Santrock who defines parenting 

style as a form of interaction where parents not only guide but also apply 

discipline to children. This interaction has an educational content that aims to 

shape the child's personality and behavior positively. Meanwhile, Shochib 

(2011: 7) emphasizes the importance of two-way communication in the 

parenting process. He is of the view that in providing guidance, parents need 

to involve children in the problem-solving process. Therefore, parenting is not 

only seen from the quantity of time spent with the child, but also from the 

quality of the interaction that is established in it. 

Bornstein divides the form of parenting interaction into two categories, 

namely direct and indirect interactions. Direct interaction includes actions 

such as feeding, playing together, or teaching something directly to the child. 

Meanwhile, indirect interaction involves providing facilities and 

environments that support children's growth and development, such as 

providing decent housing, access to education, and other basic needs. In Alfie 

Kohn's perspective, parenting can be classified into two forms, namely 

conditional and unconditional parenting. Conditional parenting is given based 

on the parent's assessment of the child's behavior, so attention or affection can 
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depend on the child's obedience or achievement. In contrast, unconditional 

parenting is provided consistently and acceptingly, regardless of whether the 

child is behaving well or badly. In this approach, affection and attention are 

given as a form of love that does not expect anything in return (Mulyana et 

al., 2019: 178–194). Based on the views of these various experts, it can be 

concluded that parenting style is the overall attitude, interaction pattern, and 

strategy used by parents in guiding and educating children through two-way 

communication, both directly and indirectly. The purpose of this parenting 

style is to form character, guide children's development, and instill the values 

of discipline and responsibility. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 

This study uses a qualitative method intended to understand social 

phenomena in depth, including the behaviors, views, perceptions, and daily 

actions of informants related to the values of tolerance and parenting patterns 

in the religious context (Sugiyono, 2019). This approach is used because the 

data obtained is qualitative descriptive, namely in the form of oral and written 

words from the informants, as well as documents and behaviors observed in a 

natural context. This study aims to examine in depth the concept of parenting 

style in Christian families and its role in shaping the attitude of religious 

tolerance of children living in a pluralistic society, especially in Gampong 

Lamteumen Timur, Banda Aceh. This study intensively studied the social 

background, actual situation, and interactions of individuals and groups, 

especially Christian families as minorities who interact with Muslim-majority 

environments. Therefore, this study is descriptive, that is, it seeks to 

systematically describe the empirical facts that are ongoing and that have 

occurred in parenting practices and the formation of tolerant attitudes among 

children in Christian families.  

Broadly speaking, this study uses interview and observation methods. 

Interviews were conducted in a semi-structured manner with ten main 

informants consisting of Christian families living in East Lamteumen Village, 

as well as several community leaders and Gampong officials such as the head 

of the Gampong, the secretary of the Gampong, and the head of the hamlet as 

supporting informants. In addition, the researcher also conducts participatory 

observations to get a real picture of parenting practices in the family 

environment and their interaction with the surrounding community (Ranco, 
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2010). Data collection is also complemented by documentation of personal 

documents, archives, and other written sources. The location of the research 

was chosen purposively because Gampong Lamteumen Timur is one of the 

areas in Banda Aceh inhabited by people with diverse religious backgrounds, 

so it is relevant to examine the practice of tolerance between religious 

communities through the perspective of minority families. 

The data analysis technique used is a qualitative data analysis 

technique, which is carried out through an inductive and deductive thinking 

process. The process of inductive thinking is used by drawing conclusions 

from specific data or field findings towards a general understanding. 

Meanwhile, the process of deductive thinking is used to test existing 

theoretical understandings of the realities found in the field. The stages of 

analysis include: (1) data collection through observation, interviews, and 

documentation; (2) data reduction by filtering important and relevant 

information; (3) narrative and systematic presentation of data; and (4) drawing 

conclusions based on the results of the analysis of the research focus (Anwar, 

2001).  

To ensure the validity of the data, this study uses triangulation 

techniques, namely by comparing and verifying information through various 

sources and data collection techniques. Source triangulation was carried out 

by comparing data obtained from the main informant, supporting informants, 

field observations, and written documents. This technique is used to check the 

level of trust in information obtained through different times and tools, so that 

the results of the research have validity and reliability that can be accounted 

for. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

THE ROLE OF PARENTING IN THE FORMATION OF 

CHILDREN'S PERSONALITIES 

 

The process of educating children in the family environment plays an 

important role in shaping their personality. Children are expected to grow up 

to be independent individuals, have balanced intellectual and emotional 

intelligence, and still uphold religious values in their lives. To achieve this 

goal, parents have a major role in determining the parenting style applied to 

children. One of the figures who has contributed a lot to the theory of parenting 
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is Diana Baumrind. It classifies parenting into three main categories: 

Authoritarian, Authoritative, and Permissive. Each has its own characteristics, 

a different way of approaching children, and different impacts on child 

development. 

 

A. AUTHORITARIAN PARENTING  

Authoritarian parenting is a type of parenting in which children are 

required to obey all the orders and rules set by parents without any room for 

discussion. In this pattern, parents tend not to involve children in decision-

making, even in issues that concern the child's own life. Parents play the role 

of the sole authority who regulates and determines all aspects of a child's life. 

The characteristic of authoritarian parents is the domination of children 

through the enactment of many rigid and absolute rules. Children's obedience 

is the main value that is emphasized, assuming that all parental decisions must 

be for the good of the child (Fikriyyah et al., 2022). In this model, children are 

not given the opportunity to voice their opinions or personal desires. 

Usually, parents with this parenting style also apply a punishment 

system for children who do not obey. Punishments can be harsh, including 

corporal punishment, and often not accompanied by explanations. According 

to Baumrind, parents with authoritarian parenting have a low level of 

acceptance, but a high level of control. They tend to be rigid, emotional, 

demanding, and rarely show emotional warmth to children. 

 

B. AUTHORITATIVE PARENTING  

Authoritative parenting is a parenting approach that balances 

supervision and freedom. In this model, parents value their children's abilities, 

provide space for children to express their opinions, and support children's 

independence. Parents act as an open guide and accompany the child in the 

decision-making process, not as the sole authority who imposes the will. 

Parents with authoritative parenting set rules that make sense and consistent, 

but still provide flexibility. They try to foster two-way communication, 

encourage children to think rationally, and provide explanations for the good 

and bad effects of an action. This approach allows children to develop their 

potential by remaining in attentive guidance (Anggrainy, 2020). 

Casmini stated that authoritative parents are generally assertive, but 

still show warmth and affection. Baumrind explained that this type of parent 
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has an equally high level of acceptance and control. They are responsive to 

the child's needs, open to questions and opinions, and provide direction in a 

constructive way. The positive impact of this parenting style is that children 

tend to grow up to be friendly, confident, creative, independent, and 

responsible individuals. 

  

C. PERMISSIVE PARENTING  

Permissive parenting is a parenting style in which parents give very 

wide freedoms to children without being accompanied by clear supervision or 

restrictions. In this approach, parents tend to obey their children's wishes and 

avoid imposing strict limits or discipline. Parental control over children's 

behavior is very minimal, and the guidance provided is also less directed 

(Ulfah & Fauziah, 2020). Permissive parents often assume that all of their 

children's desires are natural and do not require adjustment. They avoid 

confrontation and rarely or never give punishment to the child, citing the full 

respect of the child's freedom. 

As a result of this kind of parenting, children often do not learn to 

regulate or control their own behavior. Children tend to be demanding, lack 

responsibility, and easily show aggressive behavior when their desires are not 

met. According to Baumrind (2004), permissive parents have a high 

acceptance rate but very low control. They provide affection and attention, but 

do not provide the necessary structure or boundaries to direct the child's 

behavior positively. 

 

SOCIALIZATION AND SOCIAL INTERACTION OF CHILD 

PARENTING IN MINORITY ENVIRONMENTS 

 

Each parenting pattern applied by parents to their children has a 

different impact, depending on the situation and characteristics of the child 

itself. These patterns cannot be absolutely separated into the "good" or "bad" 

categories, as each has its own positives and weaknesses depending on how 

and in what context they are applied (Baumrind, 2004) 

For example, authoritarian parenting is usually characterized by a 

strong emphasis on discipline and obedience. Parents with this style tend to 

set strict rules and rarely give the child the opportunity to express their 

opinions or participate in decision-making. The impact that often arises from 
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this approach is that children become less confident, especially in social 

situations that demand communication skills or the courage to express 

opinions. The habit of living in rigid rules without space for dialogue can also 

hinder children's ability to think critically or take initiative independently. 

Each parent certainly has their own approach to educating their children, 

which is greatly influenced by personal values, background, and family 

conditions. As Informant A said in an interview:  

"Every time I take care of my children, I always teach my children to 

respect each other and respect each other, to be friends with anyone as 

long as they don't corner each other. Corner in this statement do not 

despise one another, both in terms of religion, the strengths and 

weaknesses of others." in the Bible it is mentioned (Romans 12:10) 

explaining "love one another as brothers and foremost in salute", just 

as in (John 13:34) it is stated that "I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another, just as I have loved you, so you should love 

one another" (Interview, informant A, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis based on the results of 

interviews with informant A, the parenting style applied by teaching and 

instilling an attitude of tolerance to his child, the attitude applied by informant 

A is an attitude of mutual respect, respect and affection. This attitude is 

something that must be done by all humans on this earth, to respect and 

appreciate each other. Likewise, the researcher interviewed informant B who 

explained that:  

"I always give children the knowledge to respect each other, besides 

teaching how to get along with friends, neighbors and family as well 

as in giving good manners to older people, especially in terms of 

behaving with others regardless of religion or social status, and also 

teaching children to help each other without differences in it" the Bible 

in (Luke 6:31) explains "and just as you people do to you do ye also to 

them" as in (Matthew 7:12) it is conveyed all that you would that men 

should do unto you, so ye should do unto them. (Interview, informant 

B, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis based on the results of 

interviews with informant B, the concept of parenting applied is a way to teach 

children to respect each other, as well as teach how to get along or make 

friends with their friends, family and neighbors. Polite and polite attitude do 

not forget that informant B also teaches his children and also teaches his 
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children how to live or socialize by helping each other. As informed by 

informant C during the interview: 

"In terms of educating my children, I never distinguish between 

brothers or sisters, they are all the same, it will also make children an 

example in terms of making friends, namely not discriminating. Even 

though we are Christians, I never tell my son to be hostile to other 

religions, but I teach him to always respect followers of other religions. 

As for school I also do not forbid him to go to public schools, I set him 

free in terms of choosing" The Bible (Galatians 3:28) states "God does 

not show distinction between races, tribes or loves people because of 

race, birth or position in life (cf. James 2:1). God is pleased and accepts 

people of every nation who turn from sin, believe in Christ, fear God, 

and live righteously (Acts 10:35, cf. Romans 2:6-11). (Interview C, 

informant A, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis based on the results of 

interviews with informant C, the concept of parenting is to educate their 

children from small things such as at home, not discriminating between the 

first child and the second child or with their younger siblings, this will be an 

example for them not to discriminate and love each other. Although informant 

C's family is a Christian, informant C does not teach his children to be hostile 

to other religions, but always teaches them to respect each other, appreciate 

and love. For schools to also free their children in terms of choosing which 

school they like, this also illustrates the attitude of mutual respect, namely by 

not discriminating.  

Parenting style should be applied by parents to provide freedom but 

there is still an affirmation in their upbringing. Such parenting can provide 

clear and firm signs, so that there is no impression of apathy between children 

and parents, it can be clearly seen that by applying this pattern, children know 

whether social mechanisms are good or not, thus parents control appropriately 

so that children can make friends and at the same time instill a sense of 

tolerance. This is as conveyed by informant D when interviewed: 

"Regarding racist attitudes, we emphasize to children that we must 

respect each other, not make fun of things that deal with God. And I 

also teach my children not to retaliate and I also teach children to love 

each other with their fellow human beings on this earth because I think 

everything is the same, except for their deeds". In line with the Bible 

it is mentioned in (John 13:34) "I give you a new commandment, that 

you love one another; just as I have loved you, so you must love one 
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another." As it is also found in (Exodus 22:21) it is said "Do not 

persecute or oppress a foreigner, for you are strangers in Egypt". 

(Romans 10:11) "For there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles: 

the same God is Lord over all, and richly blesses all who call upon 

Him." (Interview, informant D, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis, based on the results of 

interviews with informants, the parenting style is to teach their children not to 

be racist or make fun of each other between different religions, races and 

cultures. Even though this happened to his children because informant D 

always taught his son not to retaliate for these deeds and also always taught 

his children to love and respect each other, because according to him all 

humans living on this earth are the same, the only difference is their integrity, 

good deeds and bad deeds. 

The statement describes the emphasis given by parents on the 

parenting style of children, this attitude must be instilled so that children do 

not become overlooked, and leave unnecessary and even forbidden things in 

social rules, namely leaving racism and making fun of religious differences. 

That way it will foster an attitude of respect for others. Then in the interview 

with informant D, he also applied an authoritative parenting style where each 

child was given freedom in the things he wanted to do. Regarding religious 

tolerance, it teaches that God is loving, so we must also love each other to 

realize tolerance and an attitude of accepting good differences. A similar 

confession was also given by informant E:  

"For me, there is no term for minorities and majority, so there is no 

need to create a sense of racism and mutual insult, so tolerance occurs 

automatically, as for parenting, I teach each boundary that must be 

maintained, not to rebuke and always love. And I also teach you to 

respect one another among believers" in the Bible is mentioned 

(Nehemiah 9:17b) "But you are a God who is forgiving, who is loving 

and compassionate, who is long-suffering and abundant in his loving 

kindness. You have not forsaken them". And it is also mentioned in 

(Micah 6:8) "O man, it has been told you what is good. And what 

does the Lord require of you: besides to be just, to love faithfulness, 

and to live humbly before your God?" (Interview, informant E, 

2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis based on the results of 

interviews with informant E, parenting is not believing in the existence of 

minorities and majority, because all humans are the same, so racist and mutual 
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insults do not need to exist in each of them, so according to him the attitude 

of tolerance grows by itself automatically. On the contrary, it also teaches their 

children to love each other between Christians and between different religions. 

The parenting pattern applied is authoritarian, where the role of parents here 

is more dictating regarding decisions. The percentage of tolerance taught is 

quite good where freedom is applied in association, but it can result in mental 

damage to children. Furthermore, the parenting style is also applied to 

informant F who explains the parenting style applied in the family, especially 

the child. Interview with informant F says: 

 "I often remind God that is loving, so we must also love each other, I 

am free to make friends religious differences are things that must be 

respected, created naturally because we live in a country that adheres 

to many religions. We must respect each other, not make fun of things 

that have to do with God, as for the decisions that my son will make in 

his life, I will give him an idea, then invite him to choose." (Interview, 

informant F, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis, based on the results of 

interviews with informants, the parenting style is based on the religion and 

beliefs embraced in Christianity, applying to children that living in a country 

that has various religions must take care of each other, respect and protect each 

other, then also this life must believe in God where as human beings live on 

this earth to love each other among fellow humans. Likewise, informant F also 

gives an overview to his child about the concept in a religion is good and does 

not force his child to choose, therefore the concept of parenting style is 

important for child parenting. In addition, informant G in his interview said:  

"Not all parents in emphasizing parenting related to the urgency of 

being tolerant in religion, even though it is conveyed implicitly, but it 

still has an effect, for example, "If it is specifically related to religious 

tolerance, it may not, but I emphasize more that as fellow creatures, 

we must love each other. I also set the child free to do whatever he 

wants as long as he does not stray" The Bible says (Romans 14:19) 

Therefore, let us pursue what brings peace and that which is useful for 

building one another. (Psalm 37:11) But the meek will have the earth. 

And they will be very happy because of the abundant peace. (Matthew 

5:44) But I say unto you: Love your enemies and pray for them that 

persecute you. (Interview, informant G, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis, based on the results of 

interviews with informants, tolerance is teaching their children to love others. 
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In terms of education, he chooses to free his children to do anything without 

deviating from his upbringing. According to some of the informants above, it 

can be seen that there are a lot of parenting styles applied in the family. So in 

this study we can find out the concept of a good parenting style to be applied 

in the family to increase tolerance towards others. 

Parents who apply Authoritarian parenting to children will tend to feel 

depressed, and obedient. They are unable to control themselves, lack of 

thinking, lack creativity, lack confidence, lack independence, very low 

curiosity, and lack maturity in moral development (Ilham, 2022). Thus, 

authoritarian parenting will have a negative impact on the development of 

children in the future who will find it difficult to develop their potential 

because they have to follow all the wishes of their parents, even if they are not 

in line with the child's thinking. Parenting like this can cause children stress 

and depression because they are always demanded like the will of their 

parents. 

According to researchers, the negative impact of this authoritarian 

parenting style can cause children to be less independent because of the 

attitude of parents who are too afraid to free the child so that the attitude of 

the parents is too restrictive which will cause psychological disturbance of the 

child, so that the child tends to be timid, often dependent on others, seems 

quiet and anxious (Suryadi & Salsabila, 2022). But behind all of that there is 

a positive impact, namely making children more obedient and obedient to their 

parents. 

This permissive parenting style describes the parenting style of parents 

who free their children to do various things. Parents assume that the child has 

a positive reason for doing this. In this parenting style, parents do not interfere 

too much in the children's affairs (Resti et al., 2023).  Parents believe that 

children can choose which one is good for them. Permissive parenting is 

parenting in order to shape the child's personality by providing loose 

supervision and giving space to the child to do something without sufficient 

supervision from him. So that this kind of parenting is very liked by children. 

Democratic parenting is characterized by parental recognition of 

children's abilities, children are given the opportunity not to always depend on 

parents. Giving a little freedom for the child to choose what is best for him 

(Marintan Marintan & Priyanti, 2022), to listen to his opinion, to be involved 

in conversations that concern him. Children are given the opportunity to 
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develop their internal control so that little by little they are trained for their 

own responsibilities. 

OBSTACLES, CHALLENGES AND PARENTING TO REALIZE 

TOLERANCE IN BANDA ACEH 

 Obstacles and challenges are certainly experienced in realizing a 

qualified tolerant attitude in children in East Lamteumen Village. Barriers in 

Christian families to obtaining reading resources can vary depending on the 

family's social, economic and geographical context.  Social problems such as 

the low economy of parents will certainly affect the attention and parenting 

style applied to children, of course, will result in an understanding of tolerant 

attitudes in every child. 

Regarding the problem of obstacles in obtaining sources of reading 

about parenting style, informant D said:  

"For the problem of reading sources for me, there are no obstacles, 

because for now reading resources can be accessed anywhere, such as 

in the library and also on the internet, but my lack of time to read is the 

obstacle now, because I am a housewife who also works as a private 

employee. So that the sources of parenting that I apply to my children 

are parenting styles that I generally know from my observations and 

also those that I get from my family. But sometimes I take the time to 

look and read on the internet or from articles." (Interview, informant 

D, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis based on the results of 

interviews with informant D, the obstacles that occur in parenting are the lack 

of time between parents and children due to work, which has an impact on 

children's development in getting adequate parenting. However, according to 

the informant, D also tries to implement the right parenting style by applying 

a parenting style that has been learned from the downturn. Sometimes she also 

takes the time to read articles about parenting on the internet.  

The above statement shows that the lack of time is a problem to obtain 

reading sources so that the parenting style applied by informant D is not 

entirely from the reading source based on what he observed from the 

surrounding environment. But, also sometimes from internet sources. This 

also leads to a lack of insight when it comes to proper parenting. Obstacles in 

obtaining reading sources were also conveyed by informant F: 
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 "For the problem of reading sources that is an obstacle for me now, 

namely the lack of facilities for me to obtain reading sources. For 

example, here there is a lack of a vehicle for me to go to the library, or 

a lack of electronic devices such as mobile phones for me to access 

reading resources on the internet. This happened because my husband 

is a private employee who needs a vehicle and also a mobile phone for 

his work. It's the lack of economy that makes this happen, but I also 

read a lot from the internet at night about parenting when my husband 

comes home from work." (Interview, informant F, 2025). 

According to the researcher's analysis, based on the results of 

interviews with informant F, the obstacles that occur in implementing 

parenting in the family of informant F are the lack of facilities in obtaining 

readings. So that infoman F applies parenting patterns that are based on vision, 

observation, and also based on hereditary. Although sometimes he also takes 

the time to look for existing readings for his reference in implementing a good 

and correct parenting style. 

Many Christian families are economically limited, which is also a 

major obstacle to obtaining reading resources. Economic problems are an 

obstacle in informant F's family in obtaining reading sources, so the parenting 

style that he applies to his children is not what he gets from reading sources, 

but from what he has learned before, and also from the internet.  

 The quantity of adherents of Christian religious beliefs in Banda Aceh, 

especially East Lamteumen Village, will certainly affect association and 

tolerance, as well as the obstacles and challenges posed by the community, 

namely intolerance, radicalism and extremism which are also very influential 

in realizing tolerant attitudes in children. In overcoming these obstacles and 

challenges, of course, parents must be able to determine the parenting style 

that is applied as early as possible, to realize the good qualities and behavior 

of children. 

Likewise, cooperation between all groups, government, community 

leaders, religious leaders, and community institutions is needed to realize and 

maintain an attitude of tolerance and harmonious conditions between religious 

adherents in Banda Aceh, even throughout Indonesia (Widana & Wirata, 

2023; Ali, 2021; Al Qurthuby, 2013). Therefore, steps that can be taken to 

maximize the realization of tolerance start from taking a good approach with 

children such as telling stories about the diversity that exists in Indonesia such 

as religion, ethnicity, race, and social that we must maintain and respect. Then 
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introduce these differences, describe the child's self-portrait which of course 

has differences in it by including advice that intolerance and vilifying a 

difference is a reprehensible attitude, and involving God in parenting children 

to increase the child's faith and spirituality. 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study shows that the parenting style applied in Christian families 

in East Lamteumen Village, Banda Aceh, has an important role in shaping 

children's tolerance attitudes towards religious differences and social 

diversity. In the context of a predominantly Muslim society, Christian families 

in this region tend to adopt a democratic parenting style characterized by open 

communication, a dialogical approach, and respect for children's opinions. 

This parenting style allows children to understand the importance of peaceful 

coexistence with others, while reinforcing the values of empathy and respect 

for differences. On the other hand, authoritarian and permissive parenting, 

which is also found in a small number of families, tends to be less effective in 

fostering tolerant attitudes due to the lack of space for dialogue, emphasis on 

absolute obedience, or conversely, a lack of direction in value formation. 

Obstacles in the process of internalizing the value of tolerance include limited 

access to information about pluralism, lack of role models from the 

surrounding environment, and the influence of social stereotypes on minority 

groups. Therefore, in sociological theory and symbolic interaction, the family 

has an important role in socializing parenting patterns based on the values of 

openness, equality, and respect for differences are the key in building an 

inclusive and tolerant generation in the midst of a multicultural society like 

Banda Aceh. 
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