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Abstract 

The farmer group is a farme entity that directly organizes the function of farme in deloving their 

farming. Efforts to delelope farmer groups in playing their function in occordace with the direction 

of devoloping farme groups as their functoin. The high and law development of farmer group is 

influenced by the amount of group function given and the members perceptions of farmer group. 

This research was conducted to see members perception of the function of farmer group in law rice 

farming. This research was carried out in the Syamtalira Aron sub-district of north aceh regency in 

november 2018. This study uses a qualitative descriptive analysis with a scate of briquetes. The 

members perception of the function of farme group on wetland rice farming as a forum of 

cooperation with an index value of 76.31% with a good category. A container with a index value of 

79.31% a good category. As a production unit with an index of 73.12% with catagor well. 

Therefore it can be concluded that in general farmers perception of the function of farmer group in 

lawland farming are categorized as good. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia is one of the countries where the majority of the population lives in rural areas 

with a livelihood as farmers. Indonesia's history is inseparable from the agricultural sector 

(producing raw materials such as rice, corn, sago, etc.), especially during the Dutch colonial period, 

agricultural and plantation activities were the determinants of a person's social and economic level. 

Although agricultural activities only contribute an average of 4% of a country's GDP (Gross 

Domestic Product), agricultural activities are the largest provider of employment for each country 

(Carana, 2003). 

The forms of agricultural land in Indonesia include rice fields, fields, yards, plantations and 

others. Agricultural products in Indonesia are also very diverse including rice, corn, coffee, rubber, 

onions, cloves, cocoa, coconut, palm oil, and others. In this case, the type of food crop commodity 

is the main priority for farmers in Indonesia because rice is the staple food for most people. 

Rice is one of the agricultural commodities, the socio-economic potential of the plant is the 

strength as well as the basic capital for the development of rice production in Indonesia. This is 

because rice is a staple food for 95 percent of Indonesia's population. Rice farming is a part of life 

for farmers in Indonesia which can create wide employment opportunities and the contribution of 

rice farming to farmers' household income is quite large. As a staple food, rice will continue to 

have an increasing market demand, in line with population growth. From the farmer's point of 

view, in addition to growing rice for food security and as a family or household income, planting 

rice has become a part of life. Therefore, rice farming will continue to be carried out by farmers 

(Irawan, 2003). 

Rice production in Indonesia in recent years has increased. The increase in rice production 

does not mean that food problems can be solved. Population growth that is faster than the ability to 

produce foodstuffs, especially rice, is a major problem in overcoming food shortages (Murzi, 

2014). To support or encourage the implementation of food security in Indonesia, various efforts 

have been made, one of which is through fostering farmers in activities that are made in the form of 

farmer groups. 
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Efforts to develop farmer groups really need and depend on the group's ability to play its 

function in accordance with the direction of developing farmer groups as mentioned in the Ministry 

of Agriculture. The high and low level of farmer group development is strongly influenced by the 

size of the group function given in developing the farmer group itself (Timbulus, GV, 2016). 

Syamtalira Aron District is a sub-district located in North Aceh Regency. Most of the 

residents in Syamtalira Aron sub-district work as farmers. So far, Syamtalira Aron Sub-district has 

been conducting farmer development in groups, farmer groups in this sub-district are 32 groups 

with 1,130 members. 

The number of extension workers who coordinate farmer groups in this sub-district is 7 

people. The limited number of extension workers in Syatalira Aron Sub-district makes it very easy 

for extension workers to train farmers in groups compared to coaching farmers individually. 

Through agricultural counseling held, the government has also tried to provide assistance by 

providing counseling on good and correct farming procedures to members of farmer groups in 

Syamtalira Aron District in the hope that independent farmers can develop their farming and 

continue to improve their welfare. 

In Syamtalira Aron Subdistrict so far the function of farmer groups has been going well in 

coordinating each of its members, both in farmer development activities, information delivery, and 

innovation as well as distribution of assistance from the government to farmers. However, so far, 

farmers have only seen farmer groups as a place to receive aid. The lack of interest in participating 

in activities organized by farmer groups is influenced by the farmer's perspective on the farmer 

group. 

Perception is one of the important aspects of psychology for humans in responding to the 

presence of various aspects and symptoms around them. Perception has a very broad meaning. 

According to Indonesian, perception is a direct response (acceptance) of something. The perception 

formed in the farmer will affect his perspective on the benefits of the function of the farmer group. 

Farmers' perceptions of the function of farmer groups can be one of the obstacles or incentives for 

farmers in farmer development. So interested in conducting research on how members' perceptions 

of the function of farmer groups in paddy rice farming in Syamtalira Aron sub-district, North Aceh 

district. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODS 

The location of this research in Syamtalira Aron District, North Aceh Regency was 

determined by purposive sampling, the determination of the location with the consideration of the 

location that there are many farmers who join farmer groups. The types of data used in this study 

include primary data and secondary data. The primary data needed in this study were obtained 

through observation and interviews. Secondary data data obtained from BPP, previous research, 

journals, books that support this research. 

The method used in this study is a qualitative descriptive method using a Likert scale. 

To see the total score of each item and the total score of each question asked, use the 

following formula (Nasir, 2013): 

 

T x Pn 

Where : 

T = Total number of respondents who chose 

Pn = Choice of likert score numbers 

 

Furthermore, to get the results of the interpretation, it is necessary to know the highest score 

(Y) and the lowest number (x) for the assessment item with this formula: 

 

Y = highest Likert score x number of respondents x number of questions 
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X = the lowest score likert x number of respondents x number of questions 

 

Then the assessment of respondents' interpretation of the perception of lowland rice farmers 

towards farmer groups in the development of lowland rice farming is the % index value with the 

following formula (Natsir, 2013) 

 

INDEX VALUE % = Total Score / Yx 100 

 

To find out the location of the index value, first find out the interval (distance) and percent 

interpretation with the method of finding the Percent Score interval (1) as follows: I = 100/ total 

Likert score (Natsir, 2013). 

So : 

I         = 100/ 4 

= 25 

In this study the score interpretation criteria are based on the following intervals: 

25%  - 43.74% = not good 

43.75% - 62.40% = not good 

62.50% - 81.24% = good 

81.25% - 100% = very good 

  

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Table 1 Distribution of Number of Farmers by Productive and Unproductive Age 

No. Age (Years) Number (Soul) Percentage (%) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

1. Earning (18 – 54) 32 80 

2. Unproductive (55 – 68) 8 20 

 Amount 40 100 

Source: Primary Data (processed), 2018 

Based on table 1 shows that most of the farmers have a productive age with a percentage of 

80%. Only a small number of farmers already have an unproductive age with a percentage of 20%. 
 

Table 2 Distribution of Number of Farmers by Education Level 
No. Education Level ( Years) Number (soul) Percentage (%) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

1. Elementary School (0 – 6 Years) 21 52.5 

2. Junior High School (7 – 9 Years) 10 25 

3. Senior High School (10 – 12 

Years) 

8 20 

4. College (13 – 17 Years) 1 2.5 

 Amount 40 100 

Source: Primary Data (processed), 2018 

From table 2, it can be seen that in the research location, the level of education of farmers is 

mostly dominated by farmers who completed elementary school, with the highest percentage of 

52.5%, followed by junior high school, then senior high school and only a small percentage of 

college graduates. Although farmers' education is dominated by elementary school graduates in the 

research area, farmers are willing to learn and adopt innovations and technology, this causes 

farmers to be more active in farming to increase production. 
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Table 3 Distribution of Number of Farmers Based on Length of Farmer Group 

No. Length of Farmer Group 

(Years) 

Number (soul) Percentage (%) 

 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

1. (<10 Years) 10 25 

2 (11 – 20) 14 35 

3 (> 20 Years) 16 40 

 Amount 40 100 
Source: Primary Data (processed), 2018 

 

Based on table 3 shows that the experience of farmer groups is very experienced. The 

duration of the farmer groups at the research site was carried out from generation to generation 

from the family. Thus, this experience becomes the basic capital in managing his farm. The level of 

experience in farmer groups at the research site is dominated by the large category with a 

percentage of 40%. The experience level of farmer groups in farming is said to be capable and 

more mature in managing their farming. 
 

Table 4 Member Perception Index Value of Farmer Group Functions in Rice Field Farming in Syamtalira 

Aron District, North Aceh Regency 

No. Farmer Group 

Functions 

Score Percentage Interpretation 

1 Cooperation Forum 3.06 76% Well 

2 Learning Container 3.17 79% Well 

3 Production Unit 3.13 78.57% Well 

 Average  77.85% Well 

Source: Primary Data (processed), 2018 

 

3.1 Cooperation Forum 

The forum for cooperation is a forum where farmer groups collaborate with fellow members 

of the farmer groups in meeting the need for information, subsidized fertilizer seeds and medicines 

in running a farming business. In addition, to carry out its role as a forum for cooperation in 

groups, group members must be able to strengthen, facilitate, and encourage the realization of 

mutually beneficial cooperation. This is very helpful for farmers in managing their farming. The 

forum for cooperation in farmer groups is a place for farmers to solve problems and find solutions 

to every problem and obstacle they face in managing rice farming. Problems and obstacles faced by 

farmers, such as during the rice seedling season, seeds eaten by golden snail pests, and the scarcity 

of urea fertilizer. 

To overcome obstacles to the golden snail pest, farmers always take or spray the golden snail 

and its eggs in the rice fields with chemical drugs before the seeds are sown so that the golden 

snails in the fields die so that it can reduce the risk of the seeds being eaten by the golden snail. In 

addition to spraying the farmers, they also deal with the pest of golden snails in a natural way such 

as sowing leaves and climbing papaya into the fields, after the papaya leaves are sown, the golden 

snail eats the papaya leaves then in the morning the farmers take the papaya leaves along with the 

golden snails that are sticky on the papaya leaves, this is done so that farmers do not use too much 

chemical drugs. 

Besides the golden snail pest, farmers are also constrained by the scarcity of fertilizers when 

the planting season arrives. To overcome this problem, farmer groups always try to seek assistance 

from the agriculture office to get subsidized fertilizer a month before the planting season, this has 

helped farmers in overcoming the shortage of fertilizers, even though the fertilizer distributed is not 
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able to meet all fertilizer needs for farmers. However, a few farmers have been helped by the 

subsidized fertilizer that is distributed so that farmers already have a supply of fertilizer for their 

farming activities, although only half. 

The function of farmer groups as a forum for cooperation is to become a place for 

deliberation in farmer groups. Deliberations in farmer groups aim to develop group members' 

farming and find solutions to any problems they face, setting activity goals together. So that the 

implementation of activities and meeting the needs of the group can run well and in accordance 

with the needs of the group. So far, farmers have also used farmer groups as a place for discussion 

among group members, both in running farming and in the application of innovations such as the 

application of the jajar logowo and mina padi techniques for areas that have sufficient water, 

natural pest and disease control, manufacture and use of organic fertilizers and organic fertilizers. 

Farmer groups also routinely conduct evaluations for the development of their farms. 

The results showed that the forum for cooperation had been used by members of the farmer 

group correctly. This can be seen from the index value of 76% which is in the good category. Thus, 

farmers in Syamtalira Aron District have a good perception of the function of farmer groups as a 

forum for cooperation. In the good category there are a few more percent who explain the 

shortcomings of the cooperation forum, namely there is no formation of RDKK (Definitive Plan for 

Group Needs) carried out by farmer groups, so far farmer groups have only received assistance 

provided by extension workers so that there is no cooperation in forming RDKK . 
  

3.2 Learning Container 

Farmer groups that function as a forum for cooperation have carried out their functions, the 

function of a learning forum is a learning class held by a farmer group for once a month, this 

learning class is carried out at the meunasah or bale - bale gampong, the material conveyed from 

the extension worker is related to the mechanism rice cultivation. Cultivation mechanisms include 

the procedure for planting jajar logowo, mina padi, harvesting, storage, and so on. The learning 

method used is the lecture and discussion method, the extension worker conveys the material, then 

the participants ask questions and there is a discussion between the extension worker and the 

farmer. The existence of a learning class that is held once a month makes it easier for farmer 

groups to access information and innovations about the farming they are running. But in reality, 

In addition to learning classes held once a month, members of farmer groups also receive 

visits and assistance from extension workers who visit directly to where farmers run their farms, 

usually extension workers come once a week or every 2 weeks to control the sustainability of 

farming activities run by farmers and so far The extension worker will come directly to the field 

when the farmer contacts the extension worker to get guidance in managing his farm. 

Learning classes held by farmer groups and visits by extension workers are aimed at 

enabling members to improve their skills in managing and developing farming which will have an 

effect on income. The results showed that the index value of the learning forum was 79%, meaning 

that farmers had a good perception of the function of farmer groups as a learning forum. 
 

3.3 Production Unit 

Farmer groups that function as providers of production units are the group's ability to 

provide facilities and infrastructure to support the activities of its members, so as to increase the 

economic scale of businesses run by groups and group members in increasing their income. 

The role of the farmer group as a production unit illustrates that the farmer group has several 

times carried out production development in the fields of technology, production facilities. 

Information about the production facilities is obtained through outreach activities and interactions 

between group members. Farmer groups also function to formulate and implement the needs of 

farmer groups as a production unit. Farmer groups also make proposals to the Department of 

Agriculture in accordance with the directions given by the sub-district extensionist. The proposal is 

a submission of assistance to the government as a group effort, the assistance provided includes 
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chili seeds, corn, soybeans, cucumbers, pesticides, insecticides. But in reality so far the assistance 

provided is not carried out as a group effort, 

Farmer groups also function as intermediaries for production facilities, such as the facilities 

provided according to the needs of farmer group members. Facilities that are routinely distributed 

by the government through farmer groups are tractors for plowing fields which are given to the 

group, then the group that manages it, the tractor assistance provided is very easy and can 

accelerate group members in managing the land. Subsidized superior seeds, seeds distributed to 

farmers aim to make farmers use different superior seeds every planting season so that farmers do 

not use seeds from the previous harvest, superior seeds distributed later will be able to increase 

farmers' production. Subsidized fertilizers and drugs, so far farmers are still constrained by the 

scarcity of urea fertilizer when the planting season arrives, Subsidized fertilizer assistance 

distributed can overcome and reduce the burden on farmers in obtaining fertilizer during the 

growing season. The assistance provided by the government so far has greatly helped farmers in 

managing their farming. 

The farmer group also connects extension workers from the BPP Sub-district and also related 

agencies with members of the farmer group to provide information, innovations in lowland rice 

farming in particular. The goal is for farmers to continue to receive information about the 

mechanism for managing rice farming. Based on the results of the study, it shows that the index 

value of the production unit is 78.57%, meaning that farmers have a good perception of the 

function of farmer groups as production units. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the research on the perceptions of members of the function of farmer 

groups in lowland rice farming in Syamtalira Aron District, North Aceh Regency, it can be 

concluded that: a learning forum with an index score of 79% with a good score category, as a 

production unit with a score index value of 78.57% in a good category. In general, farmers' 

perceptions of the role of farmer groups in lowland rice farming are categorized as good. 
 

REFERENCES 

Arikunto, S. 2002. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktek. Jakarta: PT. Rineka Cipta 

Bahuerah. 2008. Peranan Kelompok Tani Parakatte Dalam Penumbuhan Kebutuhan Usahatani. 

Agri Jurnal, 2 (2), 18 – 27.  

Balai Penyuluhan Pertanian.2016. Data Inventarisasi Gapoktan / Poktan Kabupaten Aceh Utara 

Tahun 2016. Aceh Utara: BPP syamtalira Aron 

Carana Corporation For USAID. 2003. Agricuture Sector Review Indonesia. 

http://www.eprint.usm.ac.id (17 Juli 2018) 

Djoni. 2008. Kepemimpinan Dan Motivasi. Jakarta: Ghalia Indonesia 

Febriani, R., Zaitul, Z., & Antoni, A. (2019). Beban Kerja dan Kelelahan Emosional Perawat 

Wanita yang Sudah Berkeluarga: Konflik Kerja Keluarga sebagai Variabel Mediasi. 

Ensiklopedia of Journal, 1(2). 

Gibson, I.1996. Organisasi, Perilaku Struktur, Proses. Jakarta: Bina Rupa Aksara 

Hardisapoetra, S. 1981. Budidaya Tanaman Padi Di Indonesia. Jakarta: Sastra Budaya 

Harahap, Z.1995. Padi Unggul Toleran Kekeringan Dan Naugan. Bogor: Pusat Penelitian Dan 

Pengembangan  Tanaman Pangan 

Herman. 2008. Manajemen Sumber Daya Manusia. Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu 

Julianda.2015. Peran Penyuluhan Pertanian Pada Petani Pada Sawah Kecamatan Matang Kuli 

Kabupaten Aceh Utara. Skripsi. Universitas Malikussaleh. Aceh Utara 

Katarsapoetra. 1994. Teknologi Penyuluhan Pertanian. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara 

http://www.eprint.usm.ac.id/


  

Jurnal Ilmiah Mahasiswa Agribisnis 
Journal homepage: http://ojs.unimal.ac.id/index.php/jima 

 

 

Jurnal Ilmiah Mahasiswa Agribisnis | Volume 1 Nomor 1 13 
 

Mardikanto, T. 1993. Penyuluhan Pembangunan Pertanian. Surakarta: Universitas Sebelas Maret 

Mardikanto, T .2005. Metode dan Teknik Penyuluhan Pertanian. Surakarta: . Penerbit Prima 

Thereaial Presindo 

Mardikanto, T. 2009.  Sistem Penyuluhan Pertanian Lembaga pengembangan Pendidikan (LPP) 

UNS dan UNS Press. Surakarta  

Maslow.1970. Motivation  Dan Personality. Jakarta: PT Pustaka Binaman Persindo 

Mosher. 1970. Getting Agriculture Moving How Mader Farming Can Provide A Better Life. 

Mulyana. 2001. Ilmu Komunikasi Suatu Pengantar. Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya 

Murzi.2014. Kelompok Tani Dalam Meningkatkan Produktivitas Padi Sawah Di Kecamatan Tanah 

Luas Kabupaten Aceh Utara. Skripsi. Universitas Malikussaleh. Aceh Utara  

Nanda, N., & Adrianto, F. (2020). Pembuktian Return Momentum dan Kontarian pada Saham 

Syariah. AMAR (Andalas Management Review), 4(1), 18-39. 

Nanda, N., & Adrianto, F. (2020). Pembuktian Return Momentum dan Kontarian pada Saham 

Syariah. AMAR (Andalas Management Review), 4(1), 18-39. 

Patiwiri, Abdul, W. 2007. Kemitraan Dalam Upaya Peningkatan Kuantitas dan Kualitas Produksi 

Padi. Majalah Pangan, 49, 11-13 

Pratama, Bayu P, Sayamar, E. Tety, E. 2006. Peran Kelompok Tani Dalam Meningkatkan 

Pendapatan Petani Swadaya Kelapa Sawit Desa Bukit Ungkar Kecamatan Batang Cenaku 

Kabupaten Indragiri Hulu. Agri Jurnal, 3 (2), 23-26 

Rahmat. 2007. Persepsi Dalam Proses Belajar Mengajar. Rajawali Press 

Rahmat. 2001. Psikologi Komunikasi Edisi Revisi. Bandung: PT Remaja Rosdakarya 

Rani, A. 2014. Persepsi Petani Terhadap Kelompok Tani ( Studi Kasus: Petani Pad Sawah Di 

Gampong Muko Kecamatan Kuala Kabupaten Nagan Raya). Skripsi. Universitas Tengku 

Umar. Aceh Barat 

Irsa, R. 2017. Persepsi Petani Dan Efektivitas Kelompok Tani DalamProgram Upsus Pajale Di 

Kecamatan Bandar Baru Kabupaten Tulang Bawang. Skripsi. Fakultas Pertanian. Universitas 

Lampung. Bandar Lampung 

Robbin, S. 2003. Perilaku Organisasi. Jakarta: PT Indeks  

Samsudin. 1997. Dasar- Dasar Penyuluhan Dan Modernisasi Pertanian. Bandung: Angkasa Offset 

Siddiq, A. 2016. Persepsi  Petani Padi Sawah Terhadap penyuluhan pertanian pada badan 

penyuluhan pertanian, perikanan, dan kehutanan (BP3K) Kecamatan  Syamtalira Bayu 

Kabupaten Aceh Utara. Skripsi. Fakultas Pertanian. Universitas Malikussaleh. Aceh Utara 

Sobur, A. 2003. Psikologi Umum. Bandung: Pustaka Setia  

Soekanto, S. 2006. Sosiologi Suatu Pengantar. Jakarta: PT Raja Grafindon Persada  

Seokartawi. 1998. Prinsip Dasar Komukasi Pertanian. Jakarta: Universitas Indonesia 

Thoha, M. 2003. Perilaku Organisasi Konsep Dasar Dan Aplikasinya. Jakarta: Raja Grafindo 

Persada 

Timbulus, G.V. Meksy, Sondak,Mex L. Dan Rumagit, J. Grance A. 2016. Persepsi Petani Terhadap 

Peran Penyuluhan Pertanian Di Desa Rasi Kecamatan Ratahan Kabupaten Minaseha 

Tenggara. Agri Jurnal,12 (2), 10 -12 

Yani, Diarsi, E. Es, L. Noviyanti, R. 2010. Persepsi Anggota Terhadap Peran Kelompok Tani 

Dalam Meningkatkan Kemampuan Penggunaan Teknologi Budidaya Belimbing. Al.  Agri 

Jurnal, 11 (2), 15 – 18 



MEMBERS' PERCEPTIONS ON THE FUNCTIONS OF FARMER GROUP IN RICE 

RICE FARMING BUSINESS IN SYAMTALIRA ARON DISTRICT, UTARA ACEH 

REGENCY 
Irmawati1, Setia Budi2, Afni Zahara3 

 

14 Jurnal Ilmiah Mahasiswa Agribisnis | Volume 1 Nomor 1 

 

Yoda, T. C. Y. T. C., & Febriani, R. F. R. (2018). Analisis Ketimpangan Kemampuan Penerimaan 

Pajak Menggunakan Indeks Williamson Pada Kabupaten Dan Kota Di Sumatera Barat. 

Jurnal Menara Ekonomi: Penelitian dan Kajian Ilmiah Bidang Ekonomi, 4(3). 

Yoda, T. C. (2019). Analysis Effect of Exchange Rates and Interest Ratesof Bank Indonesia On 

Share Price. Jurnal Menara Ekonomi: Penelitian dan Kajian Ilmiah Bidang Ekonomi, 5(1). 

Yoda, T. C., Rahim, R., Reswita, Y., & Sari, F. P. (2021). Pengaruh Kepemilikan Manajerial, 

Likuiditas Dan Ukuran Perusahaan Terhadap Financial Distress Studi Kasus Pada 

Perusahaan Perhotelan, Restoran Dan Pariwisata Yang Terdaftar Di Bursa Efek Indonesia 

Periode 2015-2019. Jurnal Ilmiah Mahasiswa Ekonomi Manajemen, 6(3). 

Waidi. 2006. The Art Re-Engineering Your Mind For Succes. Jakarta:  Gramedia 

Walgito, B. 2004. Pengantar psikologi umum. Yagyakarta: Andi 
 


