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1. INTRODUCTION 

Indonesian is the unitary language of the Republic of 

Indonesia stipulated in the 1945 Constitution. The latest 

regulation on the use of Indonesian was issued Presidential 

Regulation no 63 of 2019 This Perpres needs to be issued to 

anticipate the effects of globalization. Globalization has 

positive and negative impacts for the people of Indonesia. 

The positive impact can be felt and enjoyed together, such 

as; Rapid information flow is not distinguished by time and 

space. Likewise with the negative impacts, one of which is 

happening right now is that Indonesian people lose their 

identity, especially the use of Indonesian language and 

forget about character education. In fact, Indonesian is a 

characteristic of the Indonesian nation and character 

education really needs to be instilled starting from children 

to students. Violence, fights, killings, sexual harassment 

now occur starting from the victim to the perpetrators from 

elementary school level to college students. This is due to 

the influence of globalization where the people are "godly" 

materialistic, so there is an imbalance between economic 

development and character development. Campus is a 

place to process to open minds and insight into the horizons 

of the thinking of its citizens. The world of campus is a 

world that is expected to provide a positive direction and 

can break down progress in Indonesia. Campus is not only  

 

a producer of science and technology, but also the world of 

campus is expected to be able to bridge changes in 

everything so that Indonesia can stand in line with 

developed countries in the world. An important need that 

must be had by every individual in this globalization era is 

the skill critical thinking. Based on interviews with 

lecturers, the results are 100% that this critical thinking 

skill is the most important skill. However, in the 

educational process students are not given the opportunity 

to build their critical thinking framework, and often do not 

become the main concern for lecturers. This paper aims to 

answer the question of how to internalize Indonesian 

language learning in an effort to improve students having 

critical thinking skills in character building. 

2. METHODS 

2.1 Type of Research 

This research is a qualitative research with the case study 

being students of the Faculty of Medicine of the North 

Sumatra Islamic University (UISU) Medan who received 

Indonesian language courses with a total of 55 students. 

The time spent in this study is 1 semester. The research 

sample is total sampling. Research instruments in the form 
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of questionnaires, written tests, observation sheets and 

interviews. The questionnaire aims to capture the extent to 

which the Indonesian language learning strategies 

undertaken by lecturers make students eager to attend 

lectures. The written test used is an objective test to 

measure the cognitive level of students in solving problems 

in the form of objective tests. The observation sheet is 

designed to capture data on students' critical thinking 

behavior when learning is carried out. Interviews are used 

to strengthen the findings of written tests and observations. 

Data analysis techniques refer to Hubermen (2007) with 

steps, data collection, data reduction, data presentation, 

and finally drawing conclusions. To measure the validity of 

the data triangulation of data is done by triangulation of 

methods in which the test data, observation, and interviews 

are compared so that valid data is obtained. 

2.2 Data Collection Techniques from Critical Thinking by 

Internalization of Indonesian Language Subjects 

One of the university courses is Indonesian, which is given 

for only one semester and weighs 2 SKS (Semester Credit 

Units) in each study program. This little time does not only 

mean the cognitive aspects that are the focus, but also the 

psychomotor aspects, and the affective aspects. Just how 

lecturers use time as efficiently and effectively as possible 

to optimize the achievement of Indonesian language 

learning in tertiary institutions. To achieve the 

achievements of Indonesian language learning, one of the 

learning strategies used in Indonesian language learning is 

project-based methods. The steps of implementing this 

project-based learning strategy basically depart from 

inquiry (inquiry learning), problem-based learning 

(problem solving learning), and discovery learning 

(discovery learning) strategies. Broadly speaking, the 

implementation is planning (creating), creating 

(implementing or implementing, and processing) (Mahanal, 

2009). Through internalization of Indonesian courses in the 

process of learning Indonesian by using project-based 

strategies, it can improve students' critical thinking skills 

In project-based strategy, lecturers and students create 

two-way communication, in other words learning is no 

longer focused on the teacher but student centered learning 

(student center learning) Indicators to see critical thinking 

skills are used indicators proposed by Ennis (2011) that the 

skills Critical thinking of students can be seen in the 

criteria and indicators abbreviated with FRISCO (Focus, 

Reason, Inference, Situation, Clarity, and Overview). 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In Based on a questionnaire distributed with questions 

revolving around lecturer teaching strategies and character 

education. The results of the questionnaire found that 

students felt less interested in Indonesian language 

learning as much as 54%, attended the lessons only because 

of 23% obligation, and went to college because of the 

demands of attendance, 7% and only 16% were really to 

gain their knowledge. The results of the questionnaire 

showed that 100% of students agreed that character 

education was important and had competence in character 

education. The results of the questionnaire showed that 

students were not interested in taking the lessons because 

they felt they were not interested in learning Indonesian, 

this resulted in the transfer of knowledge and critical 

thinking processes not as expected. 

Next, the research was carried out by applying a 

project-based learning strategy in the Indonesian language 

class. The learning steps that are applied are based on 

inquiry inquiry, problem solving learning, and discovery 

learning strategies. Broadly speaking the implementation 

is planning (planning), creating (creating or implementing, 

and processing (processing). 

The initial stage is planning, this stage is the beginning 

in the implementation of learning so that the lecturer 

prepares the assignment in advance and explains the 

learning objectives to the students. At this stage students 

are assigned to search for and find problems related to the 

use of Indonesian and real phenomena. The problems found 

will later become their respective projects. Furthermore, 

students discuss to arrange the design of activities that 

they will do to complete their project. It is at this stage that 

critical thoughts are expected from them to come up with 

bright ideas. Next, lecturers and students make an 

agreement together to finish their project. 

The second stage is the creation, in this second stage 

students are required to put out their critical thoughts to 

provide creative ideas in completing the agreed project 

assignments. At present the lecturer must actively monitor 

by using an observation sheet assessing students' attitudes 

in critical thinking, as well as providing the guidance 

needed by students. The ideas put forward respectively are 

collected and then developed and documented. After 

students report the results of their project assignments, 

then the lecturer gives feedback on their understanding 

and work results. 

Finally, the processing stage, the last stage the 

students then present the results of their project findings 

in class together with other groups. Presentation of the 

results of this project aims to communicate and exchange 

opinions in presenting ideas and group ideas. Finally, the 

evaluation phase is conducted by the lecturer together 

with students. Lecturers and students reflect the results 

that have been obtained both individually and in groups. 

In this evaluation phase, the lecturer gives an assessment 

achieved by students both in groups and individually. 

Evaluation includes cognitive, affective, and psychomotor. 

While the evaluation given by students is more on 

providing opportunities for students to convey their 

experiences in completing projects for the next 

improvement aspects. 
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Table 1. Result of Student Critical Thingking Ability Tests 
No Lecture material Critical Thinking Criteria Percentage of Material Achievement Information 

1 History Position, and Function of Indonesian Language FRISCO 56.71% Does not meet SN UISU 

2 The Choice of Words Diction  FRISCO 67.54% Did not meet SN UISU 

3 Indonesian Spelling of  FRISCO 78.48% Meet SN UISU 

4 Paragraph FRISCO 85.27% Has Fullfilled the SN UISU 

5 Effective Sentence FRISCO 93.65% Already met SN UISU 

6 Writing Scientific papers FRISCO 87.56% Fullfilled SN UISU  

 
Figure 1. Critical Thinking Test 

Critical thinking test results seen in the table above 

show that in the material 'History, position, and function of 

Indonesian language' students have not gotten the 

maximum results in mastering the material, still 56.71% 

who achieved the UISU National Standard (SN UISU), this 

meaning that there are 43.29% more that do not meet the 

criteria of SN UISU. From the results of interviews with 

students it is known that they do not feel interested, and 

catching the strategies carried out only adds to their 

learning burden. The results of observations in the class 

also showed that students' interest in doing assignments 

was very low, even there was a tendency to ignore 

assignments. There are still many students who do not 

participate. This is because students are not accustomed to 

exchanging knowledge during discussions. 

In the next material, the results of the study showed a 

significant increase, the criteria of critical thinking of 

FRISCO in UISU students illustrated that the criteria of 

focus with indicators of students were able to concentrate 

on existing problems and could make questions to look for 

problems. This criterion is the forerunner in determining 

the activities to be performed. Reason criteria with student 

indicators are able to provide reasons with mastery of 

theory and facts and can make conclusions and decisions. 

Inference Criteria with student indicators are able to 

provide accurate data to be able to prove that decisions and 

conclusions made can be justified. Situation Criteria with 

indicators students are able to see and adjust to the 

situation so that the sources and information according to 

needs. Clarity criteria with student indicators are able to 

explain and explain to be considered in analyzing the 

results of deduction. Finally the Overview criteria with 

indicators students are able to reconsider and review the 

conclusions or decisions. Judging from the percentage of 

material achievements shows increased mastery. The 

material presented is in accordance with the syllabus of 

Indonesian language courses 67.54%, Indonesian Spelling 

78.48%, Paragraph 85.27%, Effective Sentences 93.65%, 

Writing Scientific Papers 87.56% have fulfilled SN UISU. 

Cognitive mastery means having the ability to accept, 

analyze, and respond to a phenomenon. Furthermore, after 

analyzing data from the cognitive abilities of Indonesian 

language material to measure students' critical thinking 

skills through critical thinking tests, data from 

observations, interview data, and questionnaires compared 

to the results of data triangulation, the results are obtained 

as in the following graph. 

4. CONCLUSION 

This From Figure above it is known that the first meeting 

with the material ‘History of Indonesian still shows critical 

in the sense of the five criteria of critical thinking FRISCO 

has not been satisfactory. Students have not been able to 

focus or ask about activities that must be done to solve 

problems, are still weak in giving reasons, still lacking in 

providing data to support decisions, still unable to adjust to 

the right information, but are able to explain the 

consideration of deduction results, and very lack of ability 

to consider the conclusions. At the meeting that discusses 

the 'diction' students have begun to meet the expected 

criteria. The meeting that discusses the material 'Spelling' 

of students is weak in inference, meaning students are still 

less able to provide strong evidence about the spelling used. 

But in the material 'paragraphs' all the criteria decreased 

from the meeting in the previous material, although still 

the results are satisfactory. This is because students are 

not accustomed to writing and reading, so it is difficult to 

write a paragraph. In the material 'effective sentence' has 

returned very well, only those that still lack inference and 

situation. Finally, the material on 'scientific work' 'clarity' 

is less than the other criteria for critical thinking, but still 

very satisfying. This is because students are still unable to 

explain the results of the analysis in more detail. 

From the analysis it is known that it is known that 

project-based strategies have advantages in improving 

students' critical thinking skills. With this strategy 

students are more active and lecturers are not too burdened 

because learning is centered on students. During the 

discussion students share ideas and students are free to 

develop innovative ideas. Students interact with each other 

while honing their minds to think critically. Students can 

make conclusions well. Thus it can be said that the 

indicator of critical thinking of students is very good. 
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