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1. INTRODUCTION 

Speaking is a branch of oral communication. In oral 

communication, speaking can be included as productive 

skill which is effective and efficient be a way to transfer 

information from the speaker to the listener in order to 

express their ideas, event and experiences in certain time, 

place and situation. Boonkit, (2010) stated that as English 

is universally used as a means of communication, especially 

in the internet world, English speaking skills should be 

developed along with the other skills so that these 

integrated skills will enhance communication achievement 

both with native speakers. Speaking is the active use of 

language to express meaning, andfor young learners, the 

spoken language is the medium through which a new 

language is encountered, understood, practiced, and learnt 

(Hosni, 2014). Christhoper Turk (2000:3) argue that a first 

stage in building up the confidence to speak is to think 

about the job of speaking, what tools you will use, and what  

 

effects you aim to achieve. Speaking skill in English is 

students’ skill for delivering or sending his or her opinion to 

another people through spoken; however, speaking skill is 

difficult to develop if it is not practiced very often and can 

be done by student in the class. The purpose of the 

practiced is for making fluency speaking skills of the 

student, to repair the grammatical in English. Through 

practice and comprehension activities the learner can 

internalize some vocabulary and some grammatical 

structures, which will help the learner to understand more 

in stage two, when she or she knows enough to actually 

converse in a simple way (Bhasir, 2011). 

According to Brown (2001:322) the interaction between 

this two modes of performance apply especially strongly to 

conversation, the most popular discourse category in the 

profession. In the classroom, even relatively unidirectional 

types of spoken language input (speeches, lectures, etc.) are 

often fol1ow by various forms of oral production on the part 
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ABSTRACT 
This classroom action study dealt with implementing photovoice in teaching speaking to the tenth grade students 
of SMA (SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar. The purpose of study the student could explain about a picture that 
showed in the slide show orally. The study have been stated as the following: speaking skill at the tenth grade 
students of SMA (SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar can be improved through photovoice. This study was conducted 
in X IPA class that consisted of 36 females and 13 males. These subjects were chosen because faced by the fact 
that the subjects under study still low in speaking English and lack of confident. It was proved that the mean score 
of pre-test was 59.18. To enhance the improvement of their speaking skill, the researcher tried to apply 
photovoice technique. The researcher conducted Cycle I and the results of the data analysis of the reflection 
were 70.81. Then, the researcher continued the research by conducting the cycle II and the result of the data 
analysis of reflections in cycle II were 81.02. The finding showed that there was improvement of the students’ 
scores after the implementing of photovoice technique. In addition, the results of the questionnaire showed that 
option A was 72.47%, option B was 20.70%, option C was 6.81%, and option D was 0%. From the result of the 
study, it could be concluded that photovoice technique could improve speaking skill of the tenth grade students of 
SMA (SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar. 
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of students. According to Oradee (2012) in foreign language 

teaching and learning, ability to speak is the most essential 

skill since it is the basic for communication. Teachers have 

a responsibility to prepare the students as much as possible 

to be able to speak in English in the real world outside the 

classroom (Bahadorfar, 2014; Fitriani et al., 2019; Lubis et 

al., 2019). 

Nowadays, improving students’ communicative skill is 

the goal of teaching speaking because the student can 

express themselves and know how to use language well. 

Teachers agree nowadays, student learn to speak foreign 

language by doing interaction directly. It makes the 

student should master several components of speaking 

there are comprehension, vocabulary, pronunciation, 

grammar and fluency. In the real situation in teaching 

learning process, teacher cannot escape from reality. It 

occurs because there are some problems faced by the 

teacher and the student. The teacher cannot make student 

pay attention, make the student lack of creativity in 

making interactive speaking topics, and engagement in 

whole teaching learning process. So, it is importance for 

English teachers to find effective techniques to help 

enhance students’ speaking skill, among other English 

skills they also need to develop (Janudom, 2009; Mustofa et 

al., 2019; Mukarromah et al.,2019). According to Krebt, 

(2017) English teachers should adapt different techniques 

with the aim of improving learning the speaking skill in the 

classroom. Thus, in this research the researcher wants to 

adapt photovoice technique to improve students speaking 

skill. According to Wang, (1997) Photovoice technique has 

three main goals: (1) To enable students to record and 

reflect their community’s strength and concerns, (2) To 

promote critical dialogue and knowledge about important 

community issue through large and small group discussion 

of photographs, and (3) to share information or issue that 

happen in our live through a photo. According to Gavin 

(2003) she stated that Photovoice aims to enable students 

to speak up about their live or something through images 

and word. Photovoice method incorporates fun, creativity 

and collaboration, in a way that encourages participation 

from community members (Green, 2009).  

The research problem of this study is built in the form 

of the following questions: to what extent is the 

effectiveness of photovoice technique in teaching speaking 

skill of the tenth grade students of SMA (SLUA) 

Saraswati 1 Denpasar. Finding answers to this research 

is the most important goal of research studies. The study 

of this research to figure out to what extent is the 

effectiveness of photovoice technique in teaching speaking 

skill of the tenth grade student SMA (SLUA) Saraswati 

Denpasar. The limitation of the present study is actually 

based on the complexity and broadness of the problem 

discussed. Speaking as a productive skill, it is important 

to teach speaking skill to improve student’s speaking and 

the students has to practice it every day because as we 

know that practice makes our speaking improve. 

Accordingly, this study will be limited on implementation 

of Photovoice as a technique to increase students’ 

speaking skills. 

 

2. METHODS 

The research design that used in the presents study was 

classroom action research which all of the process was take 

place in the classroom. The teaching and learning process 

were divided into two cycles which each cycles consisted of 

one session. Each sessions consisted of four interrelate 

activities, namely: planning (P), action (A), observation (O), 

and reflection (R). The study on the first cycle was started 

by administrating Initial Reflection (IR) to know 

pre-existing of the students’ speaking skill. The second 

cycle that started from the Revised Planning (RP) to 

perform if the first cycle showed increased low or students 

scored below from standard Classroom Action Research 

(CAR) was used for the study to improve students speaking 

skill. Classroom Action Research was an effective media in 

improving the quality of English teachers’ performance in 

instruction as well as students’ achievement in learning 

English in classroom. 

The research instruments were tools which were used 

by the researcher to collect the required data. namely: 

student’s speaking test and questionnaire which were 

concisely displayed below: (1) Student’s Speaking Test, this 

individual test conducted to find student’s ability in 

speaking. Pre-test was conducted to find out the initial 

problems faced by students and to measure the existing 

linguistic knowledge in speaking skill. Post-test was 

conducted to measure whether any change was 

significantly made after the treatment. The teacher scored 

the student’s performance of speaking skill in front of the 

class by using the rating scale 5-10. The score qualifications 

concerned with pronounciation, fluency, vocabulary, 

grammar. (2) Questionnaire, subjective answers were 

gathered to find out the student’s problems in responding 

towards the action or condition given. This was also used to 

support the reflection components. The questionnaire was 

constructed in the form of multiple choices on the basic of 

rating score 0-3. Students got 3 score for A answer, 2 score 

for B answer, 1 score for C answer, and 0 score for D 

answer. To avoid confusion, the questionnaire was written 

in Bahasa Indonesia. 

The study dealt with research questions: to what extent 

can the speaking skill of the seventh grade student SMA 

(SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar be improved through 

photovoice? There were some research instruments that 

were used by the researcher in conducting a research, those 

were speaking oral test, questionnaires. The most valuable 

data collected from research instrument by giving IR 

(Initial Reflection) and post-test, and some additional 

questionnaire data, and then the data was calculated 

through mean that consisted of the average score of 

students’s achievement in speaking test, the sum of total 

score divided by the number of students’s data analysis by 

using formula. Furthermore, each item percentage of the 

questionnaire would be simply counted by summing up all 
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of the subjects’ answer in each item.  

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The data collected from the tenth grade students of SMA 

(SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar, and the data were gathered 

through pre-cycle, cycle I, and Cycle II. The researcher 

made up the research in two cycles to find a very significant 

improvement of the students’s ability on speaking skill 

through photovoice. The pre-test in speaking was 

administered to the subjects under study to collect their 

pre-existing ability in speaking skill. Furthermore, 

post-test was administered at the end of each cycle. The 

qualitative findings were obtained from questionnaire 

carried out after cycle I was completed. It showed the 

response of the subjects under study towads photovoice to 

improve speaking skill. 

3.1 Pree-Cycle  

The first step to take data from tenth grade students of 

class science one by doing the pre-cycle. The researcher 

took and joined the speaking class and observed the initial 

condition and students’ activity in the classroom to identify 

their problem. The researcher found that many students 

have difficulties in speaking, that is because students felt 

shy and afraid; furthermore, they did not like English 

lesson especially in speaking English. Some of students had 

mispronunciation and incorrect grammar in their speaking. 

In addition, the student had little vocabulary. It makes the 

students were lack of confidence in speaking English. The 

students make a group and described an animal about 

Paradise Bird’s photo that showed in the projector. The 

purpose of giving pre-test was to know the initial problems 

faced by the students and to measure the student’s ability 

at first. It was done before implementing the classroom 

action research. The subject were 49 students which was 

consisted of 36 females and 13 males. After analyzing the 

students action, it was found that the students’ speaking 

skill on pre-test was 59.18 and it was recognize “ fairly 

satisfactory “. The higher score was 70, it were only 13 

students, that means only 26.53% of the students’ 

enthusiastic to English speaking. There were also 19 

students got 60, and there were 17 students got 50.  

3.2 Cycle I  

In the cycle I it was followed by all the students of tenth 

grade science one class. The researcher applied photovoice 

technique to support the student’s activity in expressing, 

asking and giving the information as a real life situation. 

Before begining the presentation the researcher gave an 

explanation about descriptive text and generic structure of 

descriptive text. After explaining descriptive text, the 

researcher gave the students example of descriptive text 

orally with the topic of describing someone. For the first, 

the researcher described about Sule’s photo orally to make 

them more focus, and then gave explained some expression 

also an example to make a stress or good intonation by 

following what the researcher said. After that, the 

researcher devided the class into a several group which was 

consisted of each six students. The researcher choose eight 

students as a model to described by each group, one model 

for one group. After that the leaders of the group took a 

photo of the model to be described later. The topic of first 

post-test in this cycle was about describing someone. The 

researcher conducted test in the form of short description in 

pair, and in this cycle I only 13 students could reach the 

standard minimum score (KKM), that means only 26.53% 

of the students showed their enthusiatic to learn about 

speaking skill. The additional supporting data were 

collected by means of administering questionnaire by the 

end of the cycle I to the subject under study. The data 

obtained from the questionnaire should be computed and 

discussed in the light of the present class action study. The 

result of the questionnaire was item A was 72.47% strongly 

agreed, item B was 20.70% agreed , item C was 6.81% did 

not have opinion, and item D was 0% disagreed.  

3.3 Cycle II 

The second sessions applied the same activities, but with 

the different way to explain the expression to make the 

students more focus to the material. The new topic used in 

this session is about “ Describing Place “, by giving the 

description and told the students a little bit about the 

characteristic in that places, began with the politeness 

words, how to speak to the teacher or friend while the 

researcher using some gestures to act like the teacher who 

met with the student and then asked the students to follow 

the sentence of description quickly, to make them memorize 

the material. The next activity was also the same as the 

previous activity, the students described the photo about 

place in the front of the class. The rule was also the same 

like before, after explaining the material, the researcher 

devided the students in some groups, to make a short 

description about place. In this session the activeness of the 

students increased and 41 students could reach the 

standard minimum score (KKM), after the treatment in 

each cycle apllied. That means 83.67% showed their 

enthusiastic about  English speaking, and absolutely they 

could remember the sentences well, and to measure the 

student’s acievement in this cycle. The findings of the 

present clasroom action study believed that learning 

speaking through photovoice was effective and gave 

significant improvement to the students’ speaking skill. 

However, in relationship to the objective of this presents 

study, these findings could not be generalized to all of the 

tenth grade students within the same school. This was due 

to the fact that during the undertaking of this study, they 

were some compounding variables, which were not simply 

controlled. Therefore, these research findings were 

apllicable to the tenth science one grade students of SMA 

(SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar.  

The data analysis above which was the establishment of 

the findings of the present classroom action study 

presented that the mean score of the IR or pre-test score 
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(X0) by the subjects under study in speaking through 

photovoice pointed out of mean score of 59.18. The mean 

score clearly showed that the ability of the subject under 

study was relatively “ fairly satisfactory ” in the level of 

mastery of speaking rubric. The result of the data analysis 

of the reflection score in cycle I showed increasing the mean 

score of 70.81. It was higher than the result of pre-test. The 

gap between the mean scores of pre-test and cycle I was 

11.63 this grand mean score of cycle I showed the 

improvement of student’s ability in English speaking 

through photovoice. In the cycle II, which was the 

treatment was more intensive in order of weakness of the 

students had been known. The result of the data anaysis of 

reflection or post-test in cycle II was that the mean score 

was 81.02. The different between mean score in cycle I and 

II was 10.21. It showed that the student’s speaking ability 

improved after the researcher applied the photovoice to the 

students.  This was due to the fact that cycle II was 

revised version of cycle I, which was more interesting and 

interactive. Furthermore, it made the students interested 

in studying English through photovoice.  

Additionally, the development of the subjects under the 

study was also followed by the subjects’ response in 

learning speaking skill trough photovoice. The comparative 

percentage figure of total response of the questionnaire for 

item A = 72.47% strongly agreed, B = 20.70%  agreed, C= 

6.81 % did not have opinion and D = 0% disagreed. 

Furthermore, 72.47% of the students absolutely liked the 

technique that applied, and it was confirmed that the 

subjects’ learning behaviour changed positively in attitude 

and motivation. This also indicated that teaching speaking 

through photovoice could make active participation and 

showed each cycle comparatively much bigger than the 

mean of pre-test score before the treatment applied. 

4. CONCLUSION 

The present classroom action study was conducted to help 

the students improve and develop their ability in speaking 

skill. Based on the findings and the discussion presented 

in chapter IV, it could be concluded that the use of 

photovoice technique could improve the speaking skill of 

the tenth grade stdents of SMA (SLUA) Saraswati 1 

Denpasar. It can be seen from the result of this research 

The mean figure of IR was 59.18, this mean figured 

clearly pointed out that the speaking skill of tenth grade 

students of SMA (SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar was 

considered low. The means of R score for the cycle I 

obtained by the subjects under study showed the 

successed mean figured of 70.81 for XI. The mean of the R 

scores for cycle II obtained by the subjects under study 

also showed the increasing of the achievement. The grand 

mean of the R scores in cycle II to figured the mean of XII 

= 81.02. The resulted of the mean figures progressed and 

increased significantly. The finding of the present 

classroom action study convicingly revealed that 

implementing photovoice in teaching speaking effectively 

improve and  increase the speaking skill of the tenth 

grade students of SMA (SLUA) Saraswati 1 Denpasar. 

The other result also could be seen in the questionnaire 

result, the scores clearly showed the comparative 

percentage figures of 72.47%, 20.70%, 6.81% and 0% for 

the respective total response of the items of questionnaire 

options A, B, C, and D. These finding significantly proved 

that the attitudes and the learning motivation of the 

subjects under study changed and heightened positively. 
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