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ABSTRAK 

The number of murder crimes is decreasing from year to year which can be caused by various 

things. The motives for murder can be categorized into 2, namely; (1) internal motives, motives 

related to the biological and psychological condition of the perpetrator, and (2) external 

motives, economic conditions (unable to return capital, unequal distribution of wealth), 

conflict. The objective of the article is to reveal the motives for murders occurred during 2023. 

The theory of the research is sociology of law related to the factors triggering crime and the 

rationality driving someone to conduct murder motives. The results of the research show that 

based on criminal reporting published on kompas.com in 2023, 21 murder cases showed that 

the perpetrators of the murder were 100% men with an age range of 14-57 years, while the 

victims were 48% women and 52% men with a range of aged between 12-57 years. The motive 

for murder was caused by 57% economic motive; 33% by psychological motive and 10% by 

shamanic motive. The categorized data shows that the motive for the murder committed by the 

victim in 2023 is not much different from the previous year, that economic factors were the most 

dominant cause of triggering a murder. As with the course of criminal history, the most 

dominant cause is economic factors. The motives for murder are very complex, considering that 

economics as the main motive for murder means instrumental rationality as the main reason. 

This shows that crime is closely related to the economic conditions of society. 

Keywords: Crime, Murder, Economics, Psychological 

ABSTRAK 

Penelitian Angka kejahatan pembunuhan semakin menurun dari tahun ke tahun yang dapat 

disebabkan oleh berbagai hal. Motif pembunuhan dapat dibedakan menjadi 2 yaitu; (1) motif 

internal, yaitu motif yang berkaitan dengan kondisi biologis dan psikologis pelaku, dan (2) 

motif eksternal, kondisi ekonomi (tidak mampu mengembalikan modal, pemerataan kekayaan), 

konflik. Tujuan artikel ini adalah untuk mengungkap motif pembunuhan yang terjadi pada 

tahun 2023. Teori yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah sosiologi hukum terkait dengan 

faktor-faktor pemicu kejahatan dan rasionalitas yang mendorong seseorang melakukan motif 

pembunuhan. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan berdasarkan pelaporan kriminal yang 

dipublikasikan di kompas.com pada tahun 2023, terdapat 21 kasus pembunuhan yang 

menunjukkan bahwa pelaku pembunuhan tersebut 100% laki-laki dengan rentang usia 14-57 

tahun, sedangkan korbannya 48% perempuan. dan 52% laki-laki dengan rentang usia antara 12-

57 tahun. Motif pembunuhan disebabkan oleh 57% motif ekonomi; 33% karena motif 

psikologis dan 10% karena motif perdukunan. Data yang dikategorisasikan menunjukkan 

bahwa motif pembunuhan yang dilakukan korban pada tahun 2023 tidak jauh berbeda dengan 

tahun sebelumnya, bahwa faktor ekonomi menjadi penyebab paling dominan dalam memicu 

terjadinya pembunuhan. Sebagaimana halnya dengan perjalanan sejarah kriminalitas, penyebab 

yang paling dominan adalah faktor ekonomi. Motif pembunuhan sangatlah kompleks, 

mengingat ekonomi sebagai motif utama pembunuhan berarti rasionalitas instrumental sebagai 

alasan utama. Hal ini menunjukkan bahwa kejahatan sangat erat kaitannya dengan kondisi 

perekonomian masyarakat. 

Kata Kunci: Kejahatan, Pembunuhan, Ekonomi, Psikologis  
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Introduction 

Criminal acts have always been inherent in humans since they existed, remembering 

that humans have good and bad sides. This is proven by the crime column always existing in 

the mass media, both print and online media, both criminal and civil cases. This causes crime 

analysis to have significantly related to the context of events and different criminal motives so 

that it seeks different forms of treatment from previous types of crime. 

Based on data published by BPS, it showed that the number of crime incidents in 2021 

was 239,481 cases. This number has decreased from the previous year. In 2019 there were 

269,324, whereas in 2020 were 247,218 with various variants of crime, including murder. Based 

on the seriousness of the crime, according to the Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP) and The 

International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS), murder (homicide) is one 

of the highest crimes compared to other crimes and carries severe penalties. Murder incidents 

occuring every year are based on the following data; In 2017 were 1,150, in 2018 were 1,024, 

in 2019 - 964, in 2020 were 898 and in 2021 were 927. Based on data for the last 5 years, it 

showed that crimes against life (murder) in Indonesia were fluctuating and tended to decrease. 

(bps, 2022). 

The objective of the research is to determine the motives behind murder cases from a 

sociological perspective based on news broadcast by online media. It is expected that the results 

of this research can contribute to society being more careful because of the vulnerability of 

becoming a victim or perpetrator of murder. Policy makers are expected to be able to empower 

the law, to prevent criminal acts of murder and to make maximum efforts to reduce economic 

inequality as the main cause of murder crimes. 

 

Literature Review 

The literature review of the article is in the form of writings related to the study of 

criminal acts. Some literature studies relevantly to this article are: Muamalah Isnaini (2003) 

who wrote about Motivasi Pembunuhan dalam Novel Akui Karya Keigo Higashino. This article 

analyzed the motivation for murder in the novel Akui. The theory of this research was the 

Hierarchy of Needs Theory by Abraham Maslow. The research results showed that the 

motivation for the murder of the character Osamu Nonoguchi of his friend, Kunihiko Hidaka 

was carried out using a literary psychology approach, hierarchy of needs and intrinsic elements. 

Literary psychology and the hierarchy of needs were used to analyze the motive driving murder, 

while intrinsic elements were used to analyze character traits. The motive driving Osamu 

Nonoguchi's murder was an effort to fulfill the need for self-actualization, inner satisfaction and 

a feeling of inferiority over the other success, in this case was the character of Kunihiko Hidaka. 

(Isnaini, 2023). 

Kosim Nur Ikhlas’s (2022) article entitled Tinjauan Kriminologi tentang Karakteristik 

dan Motivasi Pelaku Tindak Pidana Pembunuhan Berencana. In criminological studies, 

premeditated murder is a crime against the lives of other people carried out with prior planning. 

This research aims to describe the characteristics of the crime of premeditated murder and 

determine the motive of the perpetrator of the crime of premeditated murder in decision number 

118/Pid.B/2020/PN Slw. The results of the research showed that the crime of murder has 

elements, actions planned in advance, cumulative and interconnected, forming an inseparable 

series. What is meant by plan namely deciding the will in a calm atmosphere, a long enough 

time in the process of carrying out the will, and carrying out the will (action) in a calm 

atmosphere. In the context of decision number 118/Pid.B /2020/PN Slw, the crime of 

premeditated murder can be categorized as indirectly motivated due to economic capacity and 
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not being able to return capital. Meanwhile, the motivation was directly because he was hurt by 

the victim’s sayings (Ikhlas, 2022). 

Nabila (2021) with an article entitled Motivasi Perempuan Pelaku Pembunuhan (Studi 

Kasus pada Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Perempuan Kelas IIA Palembang). This research aims 

to determine women's motivations for committing criminal acts of murder and how they deal 

with their psychological conditions. There are two influencing factors, namely: (1) External 

factors, including economics, conflict, disharmony in family relationships, jealousy, free sex, 

promiscuity, nightlife, infidelity and parenting errors. This disharmony results in murder. (2) 

Internal factors, psychological conditions and personality, are one of the important factors that 

influence the subject's participation in a murder case, with the psychological condition of the 

subject being traumatized in the household, prolonged stress, difficulty in holding back anger, 

difficulty in resolving the problems faced and the personality type of someone who is vengeful, 

easily incited, easily carried away by emotions and unable to control anger as the cause of 

murder (Nabila, 2021). 

Andrew P. Langelo's (2021) article entitled Profil Pembunuhan di Kota Manado Tahun 

2018-2019. This research aims to determine the profile of murders in Manado City in 2018-

2019. The type of research is retrospective descriptive with a cross-sectional design using 

murder case reports at the Manado’s City Police in 2018-2019. The results of the research found 

that there were 17 murder cases in 2018-2019 in Manado City, with the most frequent violence 

being sharpened at 15 cases (88%). Most perpetrators were male (94%) and aged 17-25 years 

(59%). Most victims were male (100%) and aged 17-25 years (53%). Of the 17 cases, 13 cases 

were autopsied (76%). The conclusion of this research was that the murder rate in Manado City 

tended to decrease, but the death rate due to sharp violence was still quite high and the majority 

of victims and perpetrators are male students (Langelo et al., 2021). 

Umi Enggarsasi's writing (2013) titled Gangguan Jiwa sebagai Salah Satu Faktor 

Penyebab Terjadinya Pembunuhan. Murder is caused by various factors, which cause the 

perpetrator to receive punishment. One of the factors causing murder is mental disorder, causing 

the perpetrator not to be punished because his psychological condition makes it impossible for 

him to be punished because he is unable to take responsibility. In dealing with people with 

mental disorders who have committed murder, other experts need to provide information to 

achieve maximum results and to avoid the emergence of simulations that can cause victims. In 

fact, in Indonesia, until this recent, people with mental disorders who commit criminal acts are 

regulated in Article 44 of the Criminal Code (KUHP). Compared with the types of mental 

disorders in the Guidelines for the Classification and Diagnosis of Mental Disorders in 

Indonesia, 2nd edition in 1983, the existing regulations cannot cover them and it is very 

necessary to have psychiatrists and psychologists to carry out observations and provide 

information regarding ability to take responsibility. And to achieve good cooperation between 

the judiciary and other experts in treating defendants, each party must know the existing 

procedures, so that the parties concerned do not feel disadvantaged (Enggarsasi, 2013). 

Diah Erna Wilis (1999) wrote Santet sebagai Salah Satu Faktor Penyebab Pembunuhan 

Masal (Suatu Studi Yuridis Kriminologis berdasarkan Data di Kabupaten Banyuwangi). 

Murders caused by black magic are very scary and threaten people’s lives. The most difficult 

thing is to prove the perpetrator of black magic, which often leads to vigilantism against 

perpetrators of black magic. The research results show that the motivation for murder is due to 

personal revenge, taking advantage of the situation for its own sake and making political 

decisions (Wilis, 1999). 

Writing by Adinda Ramadani Tess (2021), Tinjauan Kriminologi Tindak Pidana 

Pembunuhan. The research results showed that the factors causing the crime of murder were 

psychological, misunderstanding, hurt, low faith and romance factors (Tess, 2021). Meanwhile, 

Moh Ismail (2013) wrote Tinjauan Kriminologis Dalam Pembunuhan Berencana Di Kota Palu. 
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This research examined the factors triggering the crime of premeditated murder and what kind 

of efforts have to prevent and overcome the crime of premeditated murder in Palu. The research 

results showed that the factors triggering premeditated murder are caused by indirect factors, 

including economy, social environment and technological developments, and direct factors 

including the factor of revenge and the influence of alcohol (drunk). Efforts to deal with murder 

are preventive and repressive (Ismail, 2013). 

Octaviani Sefti (2015) conducted Analisis Kriminologis Kejahatan Pembunuhan 

Berencana yang Dilakukan oleh Pelaku Terhadap Mantan Kekasih. This research discussed 

the factors leading to and efforts to overcome the crime of premeditated murder committed by 

the perpetrator against his ex-lover. The results of the study concluded that several factors led 

to murder were internal factors, including age, emotional power, education, psychological and 

external factors including religion, what have been watched and read factors. Efforts to 

overcome the crime of premeditated murder were conducted using non-penal and penal means 

in a preventive and repressive manner (Sefti, 2015). 

Khairul Ihsan (2016) wrote factors causing Faktor Penyebab Anak melakukan Tindakan 

Kriminal (Studi Kasus Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Pekanbaru Kelas  II B). There were many 

factors triggering someone to commit criminal acts, including cultural conflict and competition, 

differences in political ideology, population density and composition, differences in cultural 

distribution, inequality in wealth and income, unstable mentalities, and other basic factors such 

as biological, psychological and socio-emotional factors. Criminal acts were one of the negative 

impacts caused by development. Factors causing criminal acts by children wetreconomic 

factors, education, environment, weak law enforcement and negligence of parents in educating 

children (Ihsan and Jonyanis, 2016). 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The theory of sociology of law is to analyze crime problems, in this case the criminal 

act of murder which the definition of criminology is the study of crime or criminals. 

Criminology comes from the words crimen, which means crime or criminal, and logos, which 

means science. Criminology is also defined as the study of human behavior that deviates from 

its habits, multidisciplinary and the study of crime as a social phenomenon. (Soerjono, 2001). 

The definition of murder is based on the Criminal Code, Book 2, chapter IX, article 338, murder, 

that is whoever deliberately takes the life of another person, is threatened with a maximum 

prison sentence of 15 years for murder (Handoko, 2018). 

Factors causing criminal acts can be classified into: 

1. Physical Aspects (Criminal Biology) 

The character is Cesare Lombroso, who has a special type of shape or certain defects, a 

factor of destiny as a criminal, a personality due to atavism that cannot be avoided. 

2. Psychological and Psychiatric Aspects (Criminal Psychology) 

Psychologically, a criminal is someone who has a different mental condition from others. 

The psychological characteristics of criminals include psychoses (organic psychoses, 

functional psychoses), neurosis and a mental defect called psychopathy characterized by 

an inability to learn from experience, a lack of guilt and a lack of warmth; a criminal has 

a mental disorder character, having an excessive sense of wrongdoing, which trigger 

him/her to commit a crime, thus, he/she can receive appropriate punishment. Criminals 

have an abnormal mindset so they decide to commit crimes due to their anger, and have 

inflated self-esteem so they commit crimes. According to a psychological perspective, 

crime is a representation of psychological conflict. 

3. Economic, Sociological and Cultural Aspects 
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In its historical development, crime was caused by economic factors, including the desire 

to enjoy luxury and conditions of deprivation or poverty, thus, it could be said that 

economic factors were the main factor causing criminal behavior. 

Social factors that cause crime are: 

1. Strains (various forms of tension in society) triggering someone to commit criminal acts 

2. Cultural Deviance which states that crimes occur based on social class, especially those 

from the lower class. Poor people have a geographical environment that trigger them to 

commit crimes 

3. Low social control in society 

Loose regulations in society are one of the triggers for crime. 

According to Weber in his theory of rational action, there are several acts of rationality that 

cause criminal acts to be committed by someone: 

1. Traditional form (with characteristics: irrational formal legal system and rational 

substantive) 

2. Form of charismatic authority (with characteristics: formal, irrational, substantive 

irrational) 

3. Rational form of law (with characteristics: formal, rational and logical) (Muryanti, 

2020). 

 

Research Methods 

The research method of the research is descriptive qualitative research. Qualitative research 

is a type of research using descriptive data in the form of someone’s spoken or written language 

to explain a certain phenomena. The spoken or written language originates from narratives, 

stories, expressions or constructions from informants. Qualitative research aims to present basic 

information about the research subject and can describe in detail the object being studied 

(Muhajir, 1990). This is what causes the role of a researcher to be important in interpreting data 

obtained in the field (Moleong, 1999). 

Data collecting was carried out by collecting secondary data through criminal data 

published in online media, namely kompas.com in 2023. The online media kompas.com was 

chosen because it is one of the most trusted media in presenting data in Indonesia, including 

crime cases. The year 2023 was chosen because there are a large number of cases presented, 

the cases are still fresh in the minds of writers and readers because they are widely broadcasted 

in online media, not only by kompas.com. 

Based on the crime cases obtained from the exploring process from kompas.com, the types 

of cases were then classified. Categorization of cases is important considering that criminal 

cases are numerous and varied. Murder is just one of the criminal cases whose number has 

increased year by year over the last five years. Then the murder cases are classified again based 

on the motives for the murder, whether the murder was caused by internal or external factors. 

Therefore, a series of data on murder cases occurred in 2023 can be narrated using various 

motives for murder, economic factors being the highest, followed by psychological factors. 

The data analysis process was carried out from the beginning of the data collection process, 

namely extracting secondary data through kompas.com, case categorization to the process of 

drawing conclusions about the motivation for the murder committed by the criminal. Data 

reduction was carried out by reducing criminal cases appeared in 2023 not only murder cases. 

Reduction was also carried out with the chronology of the case, a series of stories to be drawn 

into the motive for the murder. The data was presented in tabular form, in order to make 

categorization process easier, neater and more organized. The analysis was carried out by 

examining previous writings about murder to find out the motives that often appear, then adding 

Weber’s theory of rationality to further explain the typology of murder.  
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Results And Discussion 

The crime of murder is an action always existing in human history. This incident does not 

recognize gender, age and background. Anyone can do such actions in different contexts. In the 

early history, Aristotle stated that humans’ desire to live in luxury was the main trigger for 

murder, economic shortages and the need for existence. 

Previous research on murder explained that the factors causing the crime of murder can be 

categorized into: 

1. Internal factors, which are related to the biological and psychological condition of the 

perpetrator (prolonged stress, revenge, easily provoked, carried away by emotions and 

unable to control anger, hurt by the victim’s sayings, self-actualization, inner 

satisfaction, low self-esteem, mental disorders, personal grudges, psychological facts, 

hurt by misunderstandings, low faith and romance, age, emotional, education (Isnaini, 

2023) (Nabila, 2021) (Ikhlas, 2022) (Enggarsasi, 2013) (Wilis, 1999) (Sefti, 2015 ) 

(Ihsan and Jonyanis, 2016) 

2. External factors, which are related to economic conditions (unable to return capital, 

unequal distribution of wealth), conflict, family disharmony, jealousy, free sex, 

promiscuity, nightlife, infidelity, bad parenting, taking advantage of circumstances for 

its own sake and make decisions politics, environment, technology, religion, spectacle, 

reading, culture, ideology, population density, unequal distribution of culture, 

negligence and children education, education (Ikhlas, 2022) (Nabila, 2021) (Wilis, 

1999) (Sefti, 2015 ) (Ihsan and Jonyanis, 2016) 

Based on data obtained by kompas.com, several acts of murder occurred during 2023 are 

as follows: 

Table 1. Murder Incidents in Kompas.com Online Media during 2023 

No Date Criminal Motive for Murder Perpetrator 

1 4/5/23 Murder of Midwife and 

her child LHH (42) and 

her son, AFLG (12) in 

Simalungun, Medan 

(Kompas Cyber, 2023a) 

Economy 

Thievery caused by being in 

debt 

Residential 

Neighbors 

(not mentioned) 

2 18/2/2

3 

Murder of Female as a 

Fried Chicken 

Entrepreneur I (30) in 

Bekasi, West Java and 

kidnapping of child’s 

victim, A, (17 

months)(Kompas Cyber, 

2023b) 

Hurt that his work was 

considered bad and his salary 

would be reduced 

The murderer had 

the initials HK 

(21) and MA (14), 

two new 

employees at the 

victim’s business 

premises 

3 11/8/2

3 

Murder of Salon Owner 

in Sragen SA(28) 

(Kompas Cyber, 2023c) 

Being hurt because the 

perpetrator received 

information from customers that 

her selling was zero because the 

victim told customers not to buy 

to. 

Her shop neighbor 

has the initials YU 

(46) who sells 

Soto every day. 

4 5/8/23 UI student, MNZ (19) 

killed by his senior 

(Kompas Cyber, 2023d) 

Economy (In debt and not 

paying boarding and loans) 

Psychological (The perpetrator 

is jealous of richer victims) 

UI student, AAB 

(23) (senior) 
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5 2/5/23 Murder of his mistress 

(his wife’s aunt) in 

Tangerang (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023e) 

Romance (Infidelity) A (32) 

6 16/3/2

3 

BP killed his wife in 

Lampung (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023f) 

Romance (having an affair with 

sister-in-law which was not 

approved by his wife) 

BP (31) 

His wife (name not 

identified) 

7 5/6/23 Murder of MB (24), an 

LC, Ladies Companion 

(Karaoke Guide) in 

Madiun (Kompas Cyber, 

2023g) 

Romance (Infidelity due to 

emotions after the victim made 

fun of his wife’s face) 

IR Builder (28) 

8 27/3/2

3 

ST (45), a money-

making shaman who 

killed 10 people in 

Banjarnegara (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023) 

Economics (Fraud) 

Being hurt because he was 

charged the money 

ST(45), Money 

multiplying 

shaman 

9 12/7/2

3 

Murder of PAG Pregnant 

Woman (26) in 

Cengkareng (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023h) 

Economy 

Upset and Hurt at being asked 

to take responsibility for the 

pregnancy 

HS (30), the 

victim’s boyfriend 

10 26/8/2

3 

Premeditated Murder of 

Lecturer W (34) in 

Sukoharjo (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023i) 

Hurt by victim’s saying who 

said that he was an amateur 

builder  

DF (23), builder 

11 10/7/2

3 

Murder of SS (40), Chair 

of PAC IPK in Langkat, 

North Sumatra (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023j) 

Fights between mass 

organizations 

Member of the 

Communication 

Forum for the 

Sons and 

Daughters of 

Retired TNI and 

Polri (FKPPI) 

H (40), YYG (26), 

JS (25), SIG (24) 

and FED (32) 

12 26/6/2

3 

Murder of 7 Babies of 

Father’s Incest with his 

daughter (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023k) 

Shamanic Practices R (57) The 

victim’s father, 

who had 3 wives 

13 7/7/23 Murder of BH, a man 

(50) in his Shop in 

Makassar (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023l) 

Economy 

hurt not to be allowed to borrow 

700 thousand even though have 

been acquainted in business for 

a long time 

RH (34), an 

acquaintance of 

the victim 

14 10/1/2

3 

Murder of 11 year old 

boy by 2 teenagers in 

Maros, South Sulawesi 

(Kompas Cyber, 2023m) 

Economy 

Selling body organs at high 

prices 

AD (17) and MF 

(14). 
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15 6/1/23 Murder of ART, SL (43) 

in Cipayung (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023n) 

Economy 

Eliminating traces of witnesses 

to money theft 

M (26), the 

employer’s 

nephew, as a TNI 

officer 

16 11/7/2

3 

Murder of Man S (57) in 

Ponorogo (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023o) 

Economy 

(the victim never fulfilled his 

promise to give job to both of 

them. 

JRP (21) and AAF 

(16) 

 

 

17 12/8/2

3 

Murder of Aceh resident, 

Imam Masykur (25) by 

Paspamres (Kompas 

Cyber, 2023p) 

Economy 

(still under investigation) 

Chief Soldier 

(Praka) RM, Praka 

HS, and Praka. 

 

18 15/9/2

3 

Murder of online taxi 

driver, MSD (53) in 

Pasar Minggu, has been 

arrested (Kompas Cyber, 

2023q) 

Economy 

(Paying debt) 

Online Taxi 

Passenger 

In the Process of 

Investigation 

19  

30/8/2

3 

Member of Densus 88 

who killed online 

drivers, SR (56) asking 

for leniency in sentence 

(Kompas Cyber, 2023r) 

Economy 

(lose online gambling) 

HS (30), Active 

Police Member of 

Densus 88 

20 26/7/2

3 

Online Taxi Driver, FA 

(27) was killed by his 

passenger in Semarang 

(Media, 2023) 

Economy 

Car Theft 

BWK Online Taxi 

Passenger(27) 

21 7/6/23 Murder of Ubaya 

Student, AN (22) 

(Kompas Cyber, 2023s) 

Psychological, Psychopath 

The affair was discovered 

Guitar Tutor, RBA 

(41) 

Source: Kompas.com, 2023 

 

The data presented in the table shows that the perpetrators of the murder were 100% male with 

an age range of 14-57 years, while the victims were 48% female and 52% male with an age 

range of 12-57 years. Regarding motives for murder, in the current development of society, the 

motives for committing crimes of murder are not much different from before. The most 

common motives for murder are external factors (economics, shamanism and politics) and 

internal factors, psychological conditions and romance. There were 21 criminal cases of murder 

published on kompas.com, which can be detailed as follows: 

1. The cause of murder was economic factors, as many as 12 cases (57%) 

2. The cause of murder was being offended, 3 cases (14%) 

3. The cause of murder was romance, 4 cases (19%) 

4. Cause of murder was other factors (politics and shamanism), 2 cases (10%) 

Economic factor is the main cause of murder, with variations in the context of the incident, 

including applying for debt and being rejected, being in debt, job, stealing money, gambling 

and the desire for luxury. 

According to Weber’s view, the motives of perpetrators who commit murder are not only 

caused by a single causal factor, but also by several factors that cause and influence each other. 

Based on the narrative about the murder of the perpetrator, economic, political and 

psychological actions fall more into the category of rationality motives, while actions to gain 

supernatural powers as a sacrifice for committing murder can be categorized as charismatic 



Jurnal Sosiologi Dialektika Sosial 

Volume 10 No. 1. Maret 2023 

E-ISSN: 2828-4224 

DOI: 10.29103/jsds.v%vi%i.13514  

 

91 

 

motives. Economic causes as the cause of criminal acts are the preminant reason, therefore, 

instrumental rationality is the main motive causing individuals to commit murder crimes. 

 

Conclusion 

Based on criminal reports published on kompas.com in 2023, there were 21 murder cases 

showing that the perpetrators of the murder were 100% male with an age range of 14-57 years, 

while the victims were 48% female and 52% male with an age range of 12-57 years. 57 years 

old. The motive for murder was caused by 57% economic motives; 33% were caused by 

psychological motives and 10% were caused by shamanic motives. The categorized data shows 

that the motive for the murder committed by the victim in 2023 is not much different from the 

previous year, that economic factors were the most dominant cause of the murder. According 

to Weber's view, the motive for murder is very complex, the main cause is an act of instrumental 

and charismatic rationality. This shows that crime is closely related to the economic conditions 

of society. 

The data obtained in this research is secondary data, thus, the facts collected are based 

on information published by online media. The author did not conduct direct observations and 

interviews with victims and perpetrators of criminal acts of murder, thus, triangulation was 

carried out by looking for secondary data published in other online media on the same case. 

The results of this research complement previous research on murder motives and are expected 

to contribute to legal sociology research. 
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